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Sermon of the Week:
Focus on Jesus Christ in You, Not on You and Your Circumstances

Passage: Genesis 3:9-19
Date: May 26, 2024

Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

God created humans with certain
characteristics and a position in creation,
which was our given identity. The dignity
of a person is the position in which God
originally placed human beings. Humans
were created in God's image and
likeness, designed to receive God within
them. This state is the essence and
purpose of human existence. Losing this
God-given stature is referred to as
original sin. The sins we commit through
actions are merely fruits from the seed of
the "original sin" within us.

When this God-given identity is lost,
the inherent value of a person
disappears, and we become ignorant to
our worth. People often try to establish
their own worth but only God, in whose
image and likeness we are made, can
establish our true identity.

The value of being in God's image
and likeness lies solely upon our union
with God. Spiritually, since we were
made from the dust of the earth, when
the seed of Jesus Christ is planted within
us and grows, Christ's life flows out from
us. Christ’s life in us is our true identity
and character.

God does not simply leave people
who have His life within them to their
own devices but guides them throughout

their lives. Sometimes, even while living out
our faith, we think we are in control of the
wheel and driving ourselves along the
course of our lives. However, when looking
back on our lives, we often realize that it
was not us but Jesus who was at work.
Therefore, we must trust that God is making
us new again in the spirit, placing us in the
right environment, and guiding us.

Believers, like Joseph,
need prisons, which are situations
where we have no control and must
learn to trust God.

In prison, we discover the Lord and
turn to Him. Therefore, instead of
trying to change our current
circumstances where we feel
imprisoned in the moment by our
thoughts and feelings, we should
focus on the Lord.

We must believe that the Holy Spirit is
now within us. Our feelings, emotions, and
resolutions are all deceptive. Therefore, we
must wholeheartedly believe in the Lord,
who resides within us through His Word.

Do not focus on the environment
around you, but always look to the Lord,
knowing that He lives in you and you in Him
and constantly paying attention to the life
of Jesus flowing out of you.As much as | die
to myself due to my circumstances, the Lord
will manifest His life through me. This is

when all our problems are resolved.

Believers, like Joseph, need prisons,
which represent situations where we
have no control and must learn to trust
God. It is in prison that we understand
the truth of the cross: dying and
resurrecting in three days. While in
prison, Joseph came across two men, a
baker and a cupbearer, one who died and
the other who lived three days after
their  prophetic dreams. In this
environment, through the death and life
of the two officials— which represent the
death of the flesh and the new life in the
spirit—one comes to realize the truth of
the cross, of the meaning of the death
and resurrection within three days. The
gospel, which we knew theoretically,
becomes real through prison life. We
come to understand human nature and
realize that we cannot trust ourselves. In
prison, we discover the Lord and turn to
Him. Therefore, instead of trying to
change our current circumstances where
we feel imprisoned in the moment by our
thoughts and feelings, we should focus
on the Lord.

From the moment believers are born
again, we are no longer citizens of the
earth but of heaven. Remember that
although our bodies are here on earth,
we do not belong to this world, but are
people of heaven who look up to and long
for the One we are meant to be with.

Please scan the QR
code with your phone’s
camera for the link to
the YouTube video of
the full sermon.
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