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Sermon of the Week:
The True Life-Giving Knowledge We Need to Live on this Earth

Passage: Genesis 4:1-7
Date: June 2, 2024

Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

As parents,Adam and Eve must have
vividly shared with their sons, Cain and
Abel, about the state of death they
experienced the moment they became
corrupted after eating the forbidden fruit,
as well as the truth of the gospel when
God clothed the entire family - humanity
- with garments of animal skins.

Knowledge gained from worldly
education is about a lifeless, cursed
world; it is not fundamental knowledge,
but rather, a superficial knowledge
gained through the limited five senses of
the body. However, the knowledge of
heaven that comes through the Bible
cannot be understood by the senses of
the physical body, but is a revelatory
knowledge that can only be understood
by the spirit given to us by God. As we
possess more of this knowledge, it gives
us true life, eliminates our problems, and
gives us rest, and becomes the
foundation of all our understanding.

However, even after hearing it, Cain
did not accept the gospel. He rejected
the truth of life and tried to live as an
independent being, as “I”, who ate the
forbidden fruit and left God, becoming
his own master.And from that position in
his pride, he offered his sacrifices to God
from the sweat of his brow and the fruits
of his own hard work.

This is similar to the modern religious
people who think, I am someone who
loves good and hates evil, | try hard not to
sin, and with a bit more effort, | can
become a useful person to God”. God does
not desire us to become holy by our own
efforts. He does not want us to strive not to
sin but to die. True holiness is the life of
Christ within me that flows out when | die.

God does not desire us
to become holy by our own
efforts. He does not want us to
strive not to sin but to die.
True holiness is the life of Christ
within me that flows out
when | die.

Abel, on the other hand, listened to
and accepted the gospel that his parents
conveyed with faith. He realized that the
very act of having eaten the forbidden
fruit itself was sin. He understood that he
himself was deceitful and corrupt beyond
all things. He accepted the story of the
redemption of Christ told by his parents
and thus gave the firstborn of his flock as
a sacrifice aligned with God’s own heart.
Since Abel was a sinner whom God could
not accept no matter how hard he tried,
he did not rely on himself but on the
blood of another, Jesus Christ. By offering
Him, God accepted the blood and
declared Abel righteous.

The goal of our lives as redeemed
saints is to live a life that manifests
Christ. The moment we were born
again through the redemption of
Christ, our spirits, souls, and bodies
were completely saved, similar to a
judge declaring it legally. When Jesus
died on the cross and declared, “It is
finished”, our spirits, souls, and bodies
were completely saved. Even if we are
not yet assured of our salvation and
cannot accept that we have been
saved, it has already been resolved
legally in God’s eyes. The process of
experiencing this completed salvation
starts from our spirit overtaking our
soul, then our soul overtaking our body,
as the spirit gradually kills the deeds of
the body and soul. This is the
implementation of  what was
completed legally in Christ.

We must kill the deeds of the body
by the spirit. Worry and anxiety come
from the soul, and this arises because
“I” (the old self) am alive. If only "I” die,
there are no problems. If “I” only die,
Jesus' life will become more abundant
within me, resolving all problems with
the whole spirit, soul, and body. In
Christ, we must believe that the
problems we face are already resolved
in Him.

This is the true life-giving knowledge
we need to live on this earth. Let us all
live with this eternal knowledge.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s
camera for the link to
the YouTube video of the
full sermon.
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