JUNE 23, 2024

NASUNGCHURCH.NET

IssuE 8

Sermon of the Week:
Our New God-given Personality and Character in Christ
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Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

When God created all things, and
finally created man—the protagonist of the
universe—He did not create him as an
independent being, but as a being meant
for God. His Spirit, which has no form or
shape, must fill a being who was made in
His image and likeness. Just as a glove is
needed for a hand, a person is needed for
God. God desired for His only begotten Son,
Jesus, to enter into and dwell in a person.
Thus Adam was only a shadow, an outer
embodiment of a person, but the true inner
person was manifested in Jesus Christ.
However, upon hearing Satan's words
promising that he would become like God
by eating the fruit of the knowledge of
good and evil, Adam ate it and fell into
corruption, becoming an independent
being separate from God. Sin entered into
Adam, filling the place where God was
supposed to dwell.

Just as the Holy Spirit embodies God in
a person, sin embodies Satan. When sin
expresses itself through a person, we are
seeing the very character of Satan with our
own eyes. This is why the Apostle Paul said,
‘I do not do the good | want to do, but the
evil | do not want to do—this | keep on
doing” (Romans 7:19 NIV). Even today we
experience being dragged by the power of
sin dwelling within us. To be consumed by
Satan and live for oneself without
accepting God’s mercy is to live a life that
follows Satan. This is the life of a
descendant of Cain, who was cursed and

became a wanderer on the earth. It reflects
the life of a person who Llives in sin,
complaining that the punishment is too
severe but failing to repent. Such is the soul
that cannot find contentment in anything or
anywhere, blaming the environment and

circumstances, and wandering aimlessly
without purpose.
Humans, created in the image and

likeness of God, achieve our true purpose
when Christ comes into them, rather than
through the circumstances, environment, or
position we find ourselves in. When Jesus
enters into us, the character for which we
were purposed becomes complete in us,
which leads us to joy and praise wherever we
go, turning that place into heaven. However, if
this purpose is not achieved, nothing can
satisfy us and we are left with a sense of
emptiness.

Since we are fundamentally sinners,
striving not to sin and attempting to become
holy by our own efforts is hypocrisy. God does
not make any demands of us. Since the Adam
in us cannot do anything but sin, God sent his
only son, Christ Jesus, as the last Adam to
embrace all sin, die, and resurrect to solve this
problem. We are commanded only to believe
and accept Christ’s death and resurrection.
Even now, do not look at yourself who still
sins, but accept the declaration of God, who
sees Jesus' blood and declares, "You are
righteous.” This declaration is the truth.
However, we often think we must do
something to prove ourselves worthy to
accept God's word.

God does not expect people who are in
Adam to become holy; therefore, it is futile for
us to strive for holiness. God's method for
achieving holiness is to eliminate the sinner
altogether through death. Accepting our
death with Christ in us is the way of the cross.
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We shouldn’t strive not to sin but accept
and acknowledge the death in which we
died in Christ. Once we die, the life of
Christ lives and moves within us. If we do
not know of this truth, we will perpetually
feel unsettled by a sense of guilt. We will
continue to feel as though we need to do
more and become more holy, being
deceived by the emotions and thoughts
that arise from the fruit of knowledge of
good and evil. We must not be deceived by
Satan’s trickery; instead we must be like
children and accept the Bible's words as
they are. If we find it hard to accept, we
should boldly declare, "God's Word has
recognized me as righteous because of
Jesus' blood; this is the truth!" This will be
accepted once we acknowledge, praise,
and admit the word of truth that the Lord
has solved all things through the death
and resurrection on the cross and declared
me clean. This acceptance will happen in
accordance with our faith.

We must live by only trusting in Christ
and move according to His ways. Being born
again and receiving God's very own life in
me means having no relation to the world.
Therefore, in this world we are dead like Abel.
Only by dying can we have the resurrection
of Jesus Christ and true rest in us. The
purpose of humans is to be the image and
likeness of God, thus the true meaning of
humanity is to carry the presence of God
within us. Hosting God is the purpose of
humans and when this is achieved,
everything is completed.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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