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Sermon of the Week:
Dying Daily and Resurrecting in Christ is Sanctification

Passage: Genesis 5:1-25
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Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The genealogy in Genesis 5 suggests
that the purpose of the creation of man
was to participate in Abel's lineage, as
Cain’s lineage is not the focus of the Bible.
Seth is the new seed given by God in place
of Abel, who was murdered by Cain
(Genesis 4:25 ASV). Through this new seed,
or new life in the line of Seth, Christ Jesus
started anew.

In the Bible, sin, or the fundamental
sin, refers to when beings created in the
image and likeness of God abandon their
position as hosts of God and strive to
become God themselves. We often think
only of the sins we have committed, but
these are merely the fruits of sin, not the
fundamental sin itself.

Genesis 5 is the genealogy of those
who have received salvation. This
genealogy shows that even though there
are some people who have been saved that
have lived for over 900 years, there is no
record of their human activities; instead
the focus is only on the births of the
lineage. In the same way, in our lives as
believers, there is nothing worth recording
except when we receive the grace that
comes from Christ's work in us. Since
human activity itself has no spiritual value
to record, there is nothing worth recording
of human works, but what remains is the
grace that comes from Christ's work. As we
receive more and more grace, the more we
experience in our lives that “there is

nothing left for me to do”. Likewise, through
grace, Christ has already finished His work on
the cross, so there is no need for humans to
contribute to it. This is why the history of
human work ends. God created the universe
and everything in it, made man on the final
day as the protagonist, and rested on the
seventh day. Thus, man was not created to
work but was made to participate in God’s
rest. However, eating from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil and striving to
become God ourselves brought down the
burden of work upon us. As long as the one
who ate the fruit and rebelled to become God
stays alive in us, the burden of work never
ends. But God’s purpose for creating humans
was for them to rest in His nature, His life, His
power, His abundance, and His peace.

Christianity is only about death and
resurrection. To die means the end of the old
self, to be resurrected means that only God
lives in me. The death on the cross that |
experience within means that my old life has
ended, and that the resurrected Lord lives in
me. Death is the only solution for humans to
be freed from our flesh. Therefore, during our
time in this world, the most important thing
should not be about becoming a spiritual
person, a holy person, or a sinless person, but
about putting our old selves to death.

Believers who are in Christ are forever
free from sin and death. God declares us
sinless and forgiven because He sees the
blood of Jesus Christ. If God forgives, then we
surely have been forgiven. We must recognize
that the doubts of our salvation that arise due
to a lack of feelings or emotions are thoughts
from the flesh that are fed to us by Satan. Our
spirit is completely saved when we receive
salvation, yet the soul and body (both of
which are the flesh) are still in the process of
being fully saved and this flesh is still being

affected by Satan’s lies. This means that
because we still believe in these lies which
come from Satan, the soul and body must
be put to death by the life of the spirit.
Therefore, saved people must put to death
the deeds and thoughts of the body which
is only possible through the spirit (Romans
8:12-13 NIV). Do not listen to the thoughts
and the lies that arise from the flesh; do
not believe these feelings, but instead
believe only in the eternal truth. We must
believe only in the eternal truth that God
became man, shed His blood to set us free,
and resurrected. Everything else is a lie
whispered by Satan that must be rejected.
This is the spiritual battle and the
Christian lifestyle of putting to death the
deeds of the body with the spirit: “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes
in Me, though he may die, he shall live”
(John 11:25 NKJV). Sin and death have
already been eliminated eternally for us.

The Word alone is truth and reality.
Everything else is a lie from Satan.
Dying daily is the process of

sanctification and a life journeying with
Jesus. Our faith should not start from
ourselves but instead start from Christ. We
must not trust our emotions and feelings
which are derived from this world. Now is
the time of grace and the day of salvation
(2 Corinthians 6:2 ESV). May we live a life
filled with the blessing of walking with the
Lord, in the grace that God has made us all
children of God through the blood of His
Son Jesus on Calvary.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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