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Sermon of the Week:
Receiving, not Achieving, is Christian Faith

Passage: Genesis 6:1-14
Date: June 23,2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

By listening to Satan's words and
eating the fruit of the knowledge of
good and evil, Satan entered into man.
This is man's fall, and man became a
being of sin and death. If we fail to
recognize that because of sin our
nature has become like Satan, even if
we try to live a life of faith, we will not
be able to enjoy the grace given from
Christ's accomplished work on the
Cross.

Christianity is not about offering
something to God but about receiving
the life that God gives us. However, if
we are not clear about the concept of
sin and do not know that our old self's
true nature is sin itself, we will see sin
only as actions and behaviors and will
not accept the way of the cross.

Among the words of Apostle Paul,
there are three things we must always
remember. First, "| decided to know
nothing except the cross” Second,
"there is nothing to preach except the
cross”. Third, "l die daily". There is no
need to know anything other than the
cross and since the cross is true life,
there is nothing to preach other than
the cross.

The Christian faith is not achieved
by studying and memorizing scriptures
like other religions, but by knowing
that the death of the sinless Jesus is my
death and the resurrection of Jesus is

my resurrection. Thus, knowing this
position, that | died and was resurrected
in Christ, is essential.

The death on the cross eliminated the
original sin of my old existence. As long
as this old self remains alive, it will
always lead to a life of worry, anxiety,
concern, and sin. Even if we do not
commit immoral acts of sin, our existence
itself is sin, but the cross eliminates that
existence. Resurrection means that my
existence is gone and God replaced me
and lives in me. This is death and
resurrection. This is the new creation in
Christ.

The Christian faith
is not achieved by
studying and memorizing
Scriptures like other religions,
but by knowing that
the death of the sinless Jesus
is my death and
the resurrection of Jesus
is my resurrection.

Today's passage says, "The sons of
God married the daughters of men and
became flesh,” and therefore, 'my Spirit
will not contend with humans forever”
(Genesis 6:2-3).

To “become flesh” means that fallen
humanity, having eaten from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, attempts
to create a good world through our
efforts and accomplishments, aspiring to
become “like God”. Therefore, God's Spirit
absolutely cannot coexist with such flesh,

as today's Scriptures state.

When the spiritual being created in
the image and likeness of God became
flesh, both man and earth became
corrupted and violent (Genesis 6:11-
12). Thus, this perverted the purpose of

creation and led to everything
breaking down, collapsing, and
crumbling. Thus, God lamented

creating humans and judged them
with water, but Noah, who found favor
in God's eyes (Genesis 6:8), in faith he
built an ark and saved his entire family.
This ark symbolizes Jesus Christ.

Finding favor with God means that
through Jesus coming to us by grace,
our old existence died on the cross and
became one with Jesus. Jesus is in us
and has become one with us.
Therefore, if we have received grace,
the life of Christ must be manifested
through me. Since we are in Jesus, the
lives that reveal and express the Lord
are the lives of believers.

Sin is not an action, but our
existence itself is the essence of sin,
and we must clearly understand that “I”
must die. Also, remember the three
teachings of Apostle Paul: there is no
need to know anything except the
cross, there is nothing to preach except
the cross, and to die daily. May your
lives not end in the flesh but may your
lives be ones in which you receive the
saving grace of the ark, who is Jesus
Christ, and prepare for the Lord's
coming like Noah.

with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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