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Sermon of the Week:
Noah’s Story of Abandoning the Old Garments for New Life in Christ

Passage: Genesis 9:18-29
Date: July 21,2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Although it is important to know
the Bible, it is more valuable that what
we understand intellectually becomes a
reality within us.

This passage (Genesis 9:18-29) tells
us more about the lives of the family of
Noah who were saved in the ark.
Receiving salvation in the ark signifies
the new life we receive in heaven
through the Lord’s death on the cross
and resurrection. After Noah was saved,
he grew a vineyard and drank wine from
the harvest, became drunk and lay
naked in his tent. In the Bible, wine
symbolizes the redemptive blood of
Jesus Christ. At the wedding feast in
Cana, the guests remarked that the
wine served at the end was the best.
This final serving of wine refers to the
taste of the redemption of Jesus Christ.

Noah'’s drunkenness is symbolic of
him tasting the redemptive blood of
Christ. He was only able to know himself
by tasting the blood of Christ. The more
he understood the truth about the
redemptive blood of Christ, the more he
realized that human nature is shameful,
deceitful and more corrupt than all
things in creation. Stripping off his
clothes symbolizes him abandoning his
old garments (his old self) once he
realizes how sinful human nature is, and
thus demonstrates his faith by freely
abandoning himself onto the cross.

In other words, if we are saved by

the life of the cross of the Lord, we will
realize that what belongs to our bodies
and old selves is worthless and abandon
the old self —the self-absorbed “I"— that
we have been idolizing and nurturing
throughout our lives. Therefore, Noah’s
actions serve as a model for the life that
we believers must live after receiving
salvation by drinking the blood of Christ.

Ham mocked Noah upon seeing his
father drunk and undressed, but Shem and
Japhet regarded their father’s actions as
natural consequences of the wine.
Originally, before the fall, man was naked
in God’s presence. This is because they had
no need for clothes. However, after eating
the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil
and becoming corrupted by the entrance
of sin, their eyes were opened and they felt
ashamed, and so covered themselves with
fig leaves and hid among the trees. So God
slaughtered a lamb and clothed them in
garments of skin for their sake.

The things we see in Adam and the
things we think in Adam (our old selves)
are not absolute. After we are saved and
are spiritually placed in Jesus Christ, our
words and thoughts must be distinct and
separate from our old selves and the
world. Being positioned in Jesus Christ
allows us to know the true truth.

Even now, if the old self does not die
by the cross, we will remain a slave to the
flesh for the rest of our lives. The thoughts,
emotions, and feelings that arise from the
flesh come from Satan and from the
corrupted world. Living a life where one
thinks, judges, and decides based on these
things is not perfect and has no peace.

A saved person, having the life of Jesus
within, is instructed to put to death the
deeds of the body by the Spirit. To "put to

death” means to reject and defeat sin.

A person stuck living life within
Adam struggles to live by their own
efforts and strength.  However,
Christianity is about living and acting
with the faith that we have already
been made wholly perfect and
complete in Jesus. If we seek and obey
the Holy Spirit of the Lord within us, we
will become more and more victorious.
We hold onto the truth because it is the
Bible and the truth that saved us
completely—in spirit, soul, and body—
that Jesus died on the cross and
resurrected. This did not happen by our
own efforts. It's about clinging to this
truth, not depending upon our efforts.
All that is left for us to do is to accept
by faith the proclamation that God has
solved all our problems by becoming
man and taking on flesh, dying and
resurrecting.

Only when we know that our old
self has died through the blood of
Christ, not only will we be able to enjoy
a life of freedom in this new life, but
Jehovah God (the God of Israel) will
become our God. May the lives of
believers be one of denying the
deceitful old self and living by the truth
that Jesus' death and resurrection on
the cross have saved us. May we live the
life of a believer who denies our old,
false self and has faith only in the truth
that Jesus’ death and resurrection on
the cross has saved us.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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< Cambodia (TASSEL) - Joji Tatsugi
> Indonesia - 3 missionary couples:
a. Ruth and Austin Kuklenski
b. Josiah and Sophie Glesener
c. Michael and Morgan LeBlanc
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