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Sermon of the Week:
The Sacrificing of Isaac: The Giving Up of the Self

Passage: Genesis 12:10-20
Date: August 11,2024

Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

We, who believe, are the descendants
of Abraham and the called people who
have been converted into a new life by the
calling of God. We have been changed
from the life of Adam to the life of Christ,
from having the life of man to the life of
God.

God promised Abraham, whom He had
called, “..in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3 ESV).
This promise was one that God vowed to
fulfill single-handedly, independent of
human obedience, unlike the era under
the law when man’s obedience brought
forth blessings and disobedience brought
forth judgment. The essence of this
promise was that God would give His Son,
Jesus.

Faith is not something that is gained
through the act of saying,“l can do it,” but
rather by accepting and believing in what
someone has done on our behalf
Therefore, the promise made to Abraham
is also ours as believers. When Jesus Christ
enters into us, we die, and the power of
Jesus is manifested within us. Although |
am insignificant, Jesus lives within me, so
as long as | follow Jesus and obey Him, |
will become the vessel through which
people are blessed.

Those who are called by God will
certainly face trials. Just as God
commanded Abraham, we too must leave
our homeland, relatives, and father’s
house. If we have been called to a

heavenly life and have been saved from
Egypt, then we surely must go through the
wilderness. Through Abraham we see that in
his lifetime he had given up everything. He
was told to give up Eliezer, who was given to
him as a son, as God had commanded, “This
man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir” (Genesis 15:4 ESV).
However, he was told to give up even Ishmael,
who was born from his own body, which
signifies abandoning the flesh. This meant to
give up the self that uses its own strength to
be righteous by keeping the law. God's call for
us to abandon our flesh was shown through
the life of Abraham.

At the age of 100, Abraham had a son
according to God's promise, who was as
precious to him as his own life. Yet, Abraham
was commanded to sacrifice him, so he went
to Mount Moriah to fulfill this command. That
son, who died and came back to life,
represents Jesus Christ. He became the sole
possession of Abraham. In the same way, God
is satisfied when Christ is the sole possession
of our spirit, soul, and body.

When God enters into us, that is the
greatest blessing - eternal rest and eternal
life. This is the purpose of God’s creation, as
demonstrated through the lives of our
ancestors who had been called by God before
us. Just as Isaac was brought forth through
God’s word in His promise, Jesus Christ is the
Son who came forth from the Word - which
became flesh - and is ultimately the singular
and greatest blessing of Abraham, who was
called into this faith by Him.

Through life in the wilderness, we must
thoroughly uncover and abandon the hidden
false self. Without this experience, we cannot
discover the false self. This self that
constantly resents and blames God must be
put to death and eliminated. That is why life
in the wilderness is essential.

A life of faith must not start with ‘me’
Our faith is not one that begins with
Adam; it must begin with Jesus Christ. It
must start from the point where God
became us, died, resurrected, and
completely saved us. When Pauls
statement, “| die every day” (1 Corinthians
15:31 ESV) becomes our life of faith - so
that “I” no longer exist and only Christ lives
in me - the Lord flows out and works
through me.

Faith that originates from Adam is
centered on our own experiences, which
leads us to criticize and judge others. Faith
that originates from Christ does not
criticize or judge, but instead discerns
whether or not something is the will of the
Lord. In Christ, there is nothing left to do
but to praise and thank the Lord.

Faith that starts from Adam will leave
us in a state of constant worry about
whether we will end up in heaven or hell.
Since we have died and resurrected
together with Christ, our lifelong hope and
desire is now to manifest the Lord that
lives in me; this is our spiritual status. To
believe in Jesus, as those who are called, is
to believe that His death and resurrection
are also our death and resurrection, and to
enjoy this reality. Therefore, the life of faith
starts with becoming one with Christ.

May this amazing, practical faith that
surrenders all problems to the Lord
become our faith. May we give up the life
of faith that starts in Adam and discover
the life that has been made perfect in
Christ, and believe that we have already
become complete in Him.

Please scan the OR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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