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Sermon of the Week:
Abraham'’s Faith: From Self-Reliance to Divine Provision

Passage: Genesis 13:1-10
Date: August 18,2024

Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The lesson that God gives us through
Abraham, the father of faith, is to break away
from the root of our sinful existence,
abandon everything, and become people
who have nothing. This state of having
nothing and being unable to do anything is
reminiscent of how God created Adam from
dust. That is why God gave Isaac, the son He
promised by His Word, as a gift to the 100-
year-old Abraham, who had nothing and
could no longer do anything. This is the
same as God giving us the gift of Jesus
Christ. Just as He did with Abraham, God
desires to give us, the believers who have
been called to Him, the life of His Son, who
is the Word become flesh.

Our life of faith must not start with “me”,
but with Christ, following Abraham’s life of
faith, the father of faith. As our existence is
born into sin and death, if our faith starts
within ourselves, we will always live in a
state of guilt. Without realizing it, we are
constantly chained to sin, and because we
are so self-conscious and sensitive about sin,
we endeavor to not commit sin. However,
after Jesus’ death and resurrection, we must
not be people who make an effort to try not
sin. This is because our purpose is not about
avoiding sin, but about becoming a vessel
through which God is expressed. No matter
how hard we try to become holy or to avoid
sin, we will not succeed. It is a curse to think
and act as though we can accomplish what

cannot be done through our efforts.

The old self in me who tries to live by
not sinning and attempting to become holy
will become discouraged when he commits
even a little bit of sin, and is also prone to
immediately condemn and judge those who
have not experienced the same small
amount of God’s goodness that he has
experienced.This is the faith that starts with
“‘me"—the old self. A life of faith that starts
from “me” is ultimately about putting faith
in “myself”, and is not about trusting in God.

People who only have this type of faith
will not understand God’s actions in regard
to Abraham—who sold his wife out of fear
of his own life—and they may question God
about why He did not punish Abraham, but
rather chose to bestow on him a great grace.

God sent His only Son, Jesus, the last
Adam, to save all humanity, and Jesus died
on the cross together with all of us. This
death had to happen because all humanity
had devoured the fruit of knowledge of
good and evil in an attempt to become like
God and fell into sin and death. In this way,
when faith begins with the acknowledgement
that “I| am a sinner who deserves to die,
therefore | have died,” then we will come to
know the mercy and grace of God. When we
come to know God’s grace, we will understand
why God did not punish Abraham but rather
prepared blessings for him.

Abraham went down to Egypt, chained
to the sin and death he inherited from
Adam. When he attempted to sell his wife,
Abraham realized that the sin and death
within him were his true nature. His story is
about clearly seeing the sin and death
within us when we thought that we were
righteous and people worthy of use. When

we go to Egypt, we will be convicted of our
identity as sinners who deserve to die and
realize that we are hell itself.

Those who understand this accept the
declaration that "I died on the cross of
Calvary." That is why God did not reprimand
Abraham even though he had sinned, but
instead granted a blessing unto him.
Abraham discovered hell within himself
when he sold his wife to the Pharaoh, and
found himself the worst of sinners. Once
Abraham realized that he was a sinner
unworthy of use, God blessed Abraham and
clothed him with grace. Through this work
of God, Abraham—the father of faith—
learned of God’s grace that would come
down in the age of faith (the age of the
cross). He learned that it is the grace of God
to pour out endless mercy onto undeserving
people who have no right to receive it. This
is the work of the gospel of God.

To know of grace is a great blessing.
This is why after he left Egypt, Abraham
went back to the place where he had first
met God and built an altar. He confessed
that God is his leader, his lord, and the One
who is his everything. Abraham came to
learn the true nature of God, a God who did
not punish sinners such as him but gave
them endless blessings and grace.

Like Abraham, may our faith not begin
with ourselves, but with the death and
resurrection of the Lord. May we receive
the blessing of realizing that believing in
the Lord must begin with death and
resurrection.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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