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Sermon of the Week:
Melchizedek's Blessing: Abraham’s Faith and Our Spiritual Victory

Passage: Genesis 14:11-24
Date: August 25,2024

Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Man was created in the image and
likeness of God, but by eating the fruit of the
knowledge of good and evil, he became an
independent existence apart from God. This
is how the self, or "I’, was born. Even today,
the source of our greatest suffering is the
very existence of this "I”. This is the self that
struggles to assume control to become its
own master and tries to become like God.

In this passage, Abraham leads a small
group of his trained household servants into
battle to rescue his nephew Lot, fighting
against numerous armies in what seems to
be against impossible odds, yet he emerges
victorious and saves Lot. However, despite
facing such insurmountable circumstances,
Abraham did not have any hesitations and
did not distress over how to solve the
problem. He threw away the anxieties that
arise from the flesh and the thoughts of
doubt into the depths of death. In order to
let only the will of God be expressed
through him, he completely put his self to
death. Likewise, if we, too, let the self that
emerged from eating the fruit of the
knowledge of good and evil die, the Lord,
who dwells within us, will flow out and work
through us.

When Jesus died on the cross for all of
humanity, we also died together with Him.
Through His resurrection, Christ entered into
us as our Lord and master. This is the first
step of our faith. When Jesus died on the
cross and resurrected, our entire spirit, soul,

and body were completely saved, and to
make this happen He sent the Holy Spirit.
When we believe this, the Lord enters into us
through the Holy Spirit, and our spirits
receive salvation. Therefore, because Christ
enters into us as the Spirit, we who have
received salvation, cannot sin. But because
our souls have yet to receive full salvation,
our bodies make mistakes and commit sins
like a child who stumbles while learning to
walk. For those who have received salvation,
it is not the spirit that commits sins, but the
soul that makes mistakes. Because the
embodiment of salvation in the body and
soul is still incomplete, it becomes a stage for
the devil's work. In this way, our life is a
process of salvation. What we must pay
attention to and realize is that our spirit, soul,
and body searches for and enjoys this
salvation that the Lord completed on the
cross. The spirit receives salvation, which
then flows down to the soul, to live a life that
puts to death the acts of the flesh and body
through the spirit. This is the life of a believer.

The life of faith is not something that “I”
can do. Firstly, when God created us from the
dust of the earth, He alone did it. Secondly,
when Jesus, the Son of God, came and died
on the cross and resurrected, He
accomplished the new creation. Even then,
we were not able to assist Him. Thirdly, He
sent the Holy Spirit to help us believe that
we have been created anew and that we
have become children of God. Therefore, the
only One who created us, redeemed us, and
made us complete is God the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. We have done nothing.
For this reason, by only entering into the
faith, we realize that there is nothing we
must do and that there is nothing we can
offer besides thanksgiving and praise.

Abraham was called to be the father of
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faith. This calling and faith are connected.
This is the era in which we live by faith.
This life of being called is one where “I”
have died and the Lord appears and works
through me. It is at this point that the high
priest Melchizedek —the King of Salem,
the King of Peace— appears and this
Melchizedek symbolizes Jesus. We were on
the brink of death due to our problems,
until the moment that we realize that we
have already died and have passed over
death. The ensuing joy that springs up
from within us is when Melchizedek
comes to administer to us as our High
Priest. This is Jesus, the one who provides
the bread and wine, who comes looking
for us. Even today, the Lord Christ, who is
our High Priest, continues to supply bread
and wine to those who have faith in the
victory of Christ on the cross and
manifests that victory in themselves
through faith. It is by this strength that we
live our lives of faith.

Through  faith, Abraham fought
against the mighty armies and recovered
all that had been lost. All the kings that
ruled over his life—representing the false
thoughts that arise from the flesh, the
false emotions, the false feelings—were
all killed. Emotions and feelings come
from our flesh, which the devil plants in us.
Our gaze must be fixed not on our
circumstances but rather, we must turn our
gaze onto Jesus. It is not | who does the
work; there is nothing more to life than
me being in the Lord and the Lord in me.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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