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Sermon of the Week:
The Two Witnesses in the Book of Revelation and Our Role Today

Passage: Revelation 11:3-12
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Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

If we only know the Bible intellectually,
our life of faith becomes a burdensome and
oppressive religion. Such a heavy burden
needs to be transformed and this change
comes not from our own strength but
through Jesus. One day, our eyes will be
opened and we will come to believe in the
Word. It will be revealed to us that, because
Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected,
we have all become children of God and are
now new creations, forgiven and reborn.
Although this is precious and blessed news,
people are incapable of believing it, which is
why God sent the Holy Spirit. Without the
Holy Spirit, we cannot believe this truth, for
it is not something we can understand
through knowledge alone.

Therefore, thinking, "I don’t know the
Bible well, I'm uneducated, or | lack faith, so
how can | evangelize?" is trying to place
limits on God. Such thoughts come from our
old self, corrupted by the knowledge of good
and evil, which must be crucified. We do not
know who the children of God are, but the
Lord will find His lost sheep. Evangelism is
not about what we do for God but about
dying to ourselves. When this happens,
Christ who lives in us flows out and does the
work of evangelism through us by finding
His appointed children.

In the passage, "l will give authority to
my two witnesses,” the "I" refers not to Jesus

but to God the Father. It means that God the
Father appointed two witnesses to testify
about Him. These two witnesses are Moses
and Jesus, as we can see from John 1:17
(ESV): "For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ."
The message these two witnesses testify
about is the Old and New Testaments of the
Bible. The witnesses who testified of God's
justice and love are Moses and Jesus. We,
who believe in the Bible, are also witnesses.
This is symbolized by the olive trees. The
two olive trees represent two saints—the
people of Israel and the Church today—and
the two lampstands refer to the Old
Testament church and the New Testament
church. Therefore, the meaning of “standing
before the Lord of this earth” in verse 4 does
not refer to those who will come in the
future, but refers to Moses and Jesus (the law
and the gospel) who are still standing before
the Lord. We must not be misled to believe
what some preachers proclaim and interpret
that the two witnesses to come are Moses
and Elijah.

Verse 5 means that no one can harm
these two witnesses until they fulfill their
mission. Verse 6 states that while the two
witnesses are testifying, no new message
will come from heaven. Their task is to
prophesy for 1,260 days while wearing
sackcloth, a garment of mourning,
symbolizing repentance. While we are in this
world, the duty of the saints is to cry out,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near!"
This is a cry of lament, calling us to "know
our true sinful nature” This is the cry of those
wearing sackcloth.

Christian repentance is not merely

repentance for the sins we have committed
but for our sinful nature. We were meant to
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bear the image and likeness of God, but
ate from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil and accepted the devil
instead. Our fallen state, our separation
from God, is what needs repentance.
Although the blood of Jesus washes away
the sins we committed, true repentance of
our sinful natures is accepting the truth
that this sinful nature is worthy of nothing
but death.That is why the Lord died on the
cross—Jesus died and was resurrected
with us. The death and resurrection of
Jesus are also our death and resurrection.
Knowing this deeply, we come to
understand that our old self has died and
our new life has begun. The essence of
Christian  repentance is not about
repenting for the sins we have committed
but for our fallen sinful natures that must
die on the cross and with that, our
ownership changes.

As beings created in the image and
likeness of God, we all have the
responsibility and duty to testify about
Jesus. Do not focus on yourself; your old
self has already died. Do not be fixated on
your own actions. If you simply die to
yourself, the Lord will fill you with His
grace to move and inspire you. We are all
responsible for evangelism in proportion
to the grace we have received.

When we know the truth, the Holy
Spirit will surely begin to work. Worrying
about whether evangelism will succeed or
fail is limiting God with our own thoughts.
Since Jesus is within us, we can boldly
share whatever portion of the Bible we
know and the Lord will work through it. As
those who have received salvation, we
must boldly testify without shrinking back,
knowing that we are witnesses of Christ.
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