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Sermon of the Week:
We are Living in the Time of the First Woe

Passage: Revelation 12:1-9
Date: September 15, 2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The Book of Revelation is about how the
church has existed during the 2,000-year
period of grace.Just as the four Gospels are
independent books that record Jesus from
the perspectives of king, man, servant and
God, the Book of Revelation has four
sections: chapters 8, 9, and 16, which
describe the persecution of the church over
the two thousand years from the cross to the
second coming; chapter 10 which describes
the Word; chapter 11 which describes the
saints; and chapter 12 which describes the
church. The rest of the chapters help explain
these themes. Today’s Scripture in chapter
12 explains how the church has been
progressing for 2,000 years.

Reviewing the symbolism in these verses,
we start with verse 1,"a woman clothed with
the sun, with the moon under her feet, and a
crown of twelve stars on her head", where the
woman represents the church. In the New
Testament, there are no literal men or
women; Jesus is the husband and we who are
saved are all represented as the women, the
bride. "Clothed with the sun” refers to being
clothed in Christ, signifying the glorious light
of God. The “moon under her feet” represents
the church, which reflects the light of Christ,
the bride of Christ. The "crown of twelve stars”
symbolizes that the church began with the
twelve tribes of Israel.

In verse 6, "the woman fled into the
wilderness,” the wilderness refers to the
spreading of the gospel across the world
from Samaria to the ends of the earth. In

verses 7-9, where it says, "and there was war
in heaven...and the great dragon was cast
out,” the dragon being cast down to the
earth refers to the events that will take place
in this age of grace. Specifically, this age of
grace refers to after the death, resurrection,
and ascension of the Son of God, when the
Holy Spirit came and the church spread into
the wilderness, marking the last days. We are
living in an era of the wrath (the fifth
trumpet, the first woe). The church is
completely corrupted and has turned into an
empty shell of religious doctrines. The core
of the corruption is the whore, and the root
of whoredom is that people love material
things and other idols besides God. Loving
oneself and claiming that one is the master
without God is the essence of the harlot.

Each believer will need to store up
enough faith now in preparation for
the coming time of spiritual darkness
in the age of tribulation.

As Satan and his followers were cast
down to earth, the world became wicked and
the church was corrupted. We are in the first
woe, where false doctrines and heresies
continue to emerge. This first woe will not
befall those who have faith or those who have
no faith at all, but will befall those who only
have religion but do not firmly believe in the
work of salvation of Jesus and those who cling
to the faith that they themselves created.

Thus, this type of faith that began with
Adam must be torn down. Christianity must
begin with the last Adam, Jesus Christ, who
became man and ended our sins and all
things by dying on the cross, resurrected, and
made us the children of God. We must
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discover and believe that Jesus came as a
human, died, and was resurrected to solve
the problems of our lives.

Just as Jesus entered the period of
tribulation in Gethsemane after the age of
grace, the church will enter a period of
tribulation after the age of grace ends. Each
believer will need to store up enough faith
now in preparation for the coming time of
spiritual darkness in the age of tribulation.
(Like preparing enough oil for the lamp in
the parable of the bridesmaids waiting for
the bridegroom). We are surrounded by an
abundance of faith during this time of grace
but now is the time to build up our stores of
faith so we can rely on having enough to
last us through the tribulation where there
will be no Bible or church to easily provide
us with spiritual fuel. This preparation
means believing the gospel, obtaining
salvation, eating the bread of life, and
letting our character be transformed into
the Word itself. Our bodies must become
the Word and must be filled with praise.

Believers will not lose even a hair
during the first 3.5 years of tribulation and
after those 3.5 years end, we will be
raptured to our eternal home. We all need
to enter into that blessing in order to be
ready for the rapture. We must prepare our
faith now and be sanctified. For the born-
again believer, our new life's purpose is to
be raptured. Our life's goal should be to
obtain sanctifying salvation and to be
filled with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
in our spirit, soul, and body. If we do not
prepare for this now during the age of
grace, then we will not be able to live a life
of faith during the tribulation. May we be
guided by the Holy Spirit, be raptured, and
return to this earth with the Lord during
the Second Coming, as blessed saints.
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