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The purpose for which God has called us
is to reveal and express God through those
who have been created in His image and
likeness. The surest way for God to appear
reveal and express Himself through us is for
our old selves to die. When we die by the
Holy Spirit, the Lord lives through us,and His
life flows out from us.

This age, in which we are called like
Abraham, is not an age of salvation through
works, but through faith. Salvation by faith
means relying on what the Almighty One
has done for us, not on our own strength. It is
believing in the fact that the Creator was born
into the world as a human being, died on the
cross, and was resurrected to complete
salvation. This is what we are called to
believe. However, Abraham could not fully
trust God's word and tried to fulfill His
promise through human thoughts and efforts.

In verse 1, God says, "walk before Me and
be blameless,” which implies that Abraham
was not blameless in God's sight because he
had walked and acted before men, not God.
Humans, by nature, cannot be blameless. We
carry the form and substance of God, but not
His perfect life and nature. This is why the
Lord must enter into us. When the Lord
comes into us, His life becomes ours. God
created humans with a spirit, soul, and body
so that we might live a life that expresses
Him in all aspects.

When Abraham tried to produce the

promised son through his own ways and
lived by the flesh, God did not reveal Himself
during that period. Only when Abraham was
99 years old and had become someone
whose fleshly strength was as good as dead,
did God appear. When all of Adam's strength
comes to an end in us, that is when God's
work begins. In our life of faith, like Abraham,
we must also realize that we are beings who
can do nothing by ourselves.

God changed Abraham's name from
Abram to Abraham. The change in name
signifies a change in character. Abram means
‘exalted father," which exalts an individual,
while Abraham means "father of many
nations,” which represents expansion, not
exaltation.

When all of
Adam’s strength
comes to an end in us,
that is when God's work
begins. In our life of faith,
like Abraham,
we must also realize
that we are beings
who can do nothing
by ourselves.

God then confirms His covenant with
Abraham through the act of circumcision.
The significance of circumcision is the
removal of the flesh, that is, the old self.
Circumcision symbolizes the crucifixion and
burial of the self and the flesh. The body of
Christ, which is the church, is formed when
each individual dies with Christ on the cross.

In the same way as the apostle Paul said,
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"| die daily," we must also see our death on
the cross through the Spirit. When Jesus
died on the cross, | died. We must discover
our own death in the death of Jesus on the
cross. Christ who became one with us and
put us to death has ascended and now
dwells in us as life through the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, when we follow and obey the
Holy Spirit within us, it leads to a life of
death to the self. It is not we who kill
ourselves, nor are we able to; rather, we
must realize that we have already died
with Jesus on the cross. The Lord, who put
us to death, now lives in us through the
Holy Spirit, and it is this life of following
and obeying the Holy Spirit that is
important.

The promise given to Abraham is the
same promise given to us. God's promises
will surely be fulfilled by Him.The passage
tells of how God fulfilled the promises He
made to Abraham and the suitable
training He gave to a stubborn Abraham.
God teaches us that our old selves must be
circumcised and that we must receive new
names for our new identities. When we
listen to and accept the Word with the
heart that "the Lord has already done
everything’, we can receive the precious
blessings of God. The church is the place
where we receive what God has already
given. It is about finding and enjoying
what God has already accomplished. God
says that we are already made holy, that
our sins are already forgiven, and that we
have already died. May you live by this
faith.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera

for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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