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Sermon of the Week:
The Life of Those Who Dwell in the Tent: Divine Intercessors

Passage: Genesis 18:1-10
Date: October 6, 2024

Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Great God, Creator God, Jehovah God,
Almighty God, revealed by many names,
appears in today’s passage in the form of
man to Abraham. He appeared to Abraham as
a man to symbolize the coming of Jesus
Christ. God came in human form not to judge
us, but to become one of us. The fact that
God became a human, resolved everything
through the cross, and came into us as life—
this is grace.

Abraham’s reverent treatment of God in
the passage is an appropriate act of
confession and praise to God, who came as a
man. When Abraham invited God to "wash
your feet with water and rest" [Genesis 18:4
ESV], it signifies that just as God rested after
completing the creation of the universe, so,
too, does He rest within us when the new
creation, perfected on the cross at Calvary, is
fulfilled within us.

In verse 5, the statement "l [will] bring a
morsel of bread, that you may refresh
yourselves', means that Jesus is the only food,
the bread of life, for both God and man. In
verse 8, the offering of "a calf, curds, and milk"
also points to Jesus Christ. Abraham knew the
true identity of this guest and so he gave Him
the hospitality that was fitting for Him.
Abraham was able to warmly welcome these
visitors and treat them according to their
status because he understood the grace that
God Himself fulfills what He promises.
Therefore, God changed Abraham’s name and
confirmed, through the act of circumcision,
that Abraham’s old nature had died.

Abraham encountered God at the
entrance of his tent. The significance of
Abraham meeting God at the tent was to
show that he had realized that his life was
the life of a sojourner. In other words, he
built a tent and lived there because he
realized that his true home was in heaven
and that he was a stranger on this earth.
That is why he lived in a tent.

God came to Abraham in human form
and talked to him like a friend at the tent
gate. On the other hand, Abraham’s nephew
Lot was sitting at the gate of Sodom. The
gate of Sodom is where the wealthy,
powerful, and influential people of the city
sat. Where a person sits reveals their life’s
purpose and goal.

[Abraham] had realized
that his life was the
life of a sojourner.
In other words, he built a tent
and lived there because
he realized that
his true home was in heaven and
that he was a
stranger on this earth.

The life of a person of the Spirit, one
who has been born again, one who is not
Jacob but Israel, one who is not living in the
flesh but in the life of the Spirit, one who
does not see this world as their home but as
a temporary sojourn, one who has no
attachment to this world—this type of a life
is symbolized by choosing to sit at the
entrance of the tent.

God, who came in the flesh, became a
friend and gave a blessing to Abraham’s
household, promising that they would
have a son. Through His fellowship with
Abraham, God foretold the coming of
Jesus Christ, the true life, into his
household, and He promised the eternal
blessing of living with Christ. The son
who was born as a result of God's
promise was the Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ, who has come into us today.

The second part of their fellowship
concerns the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah, which teaches us about the
impending destruction of the world. If we
love the world and live within it, we
remain unaware of its destiny and are
devoured by it. We can only understand
the world through fellowship with God.
The victory over the world comes from
our communion with God, as we not only
come to understand the destiny of the
world but also discover who we are.

God, who communicated with
Abraham, made him an intercessor.This is
the life of one who has received eternal
life and has true faith. Through deep
fellowship with God, we come to know
His heart, and that heart becomes our
desire, leading us to become intercessors
for humanity like Jesus Christ. When the
Lord, full of true life, comes into us and
works within us, we take on the role of
intercessor to save countless lives. This is
how the Lord works within us. May we
live a life of knowing God and
communicating with Him, like Abraham.
| hope we live a life of knowing and
communing with God, like Abraham.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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