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Sermon of the Week:
“If | Perish, | Perish”: Life and Death in Faith

Passage: Esther 9:1-10
Date: October 13, 2024

Pastor: Young Min Suh

The Book of Esther describes the
background and events that led to the
annual celebration of Purim, a major Jewish
festival commemorating how Esther, a
Jewish queen during the reign of King
Ahasuerus, saved her people from
genocide. This story of the Jews' salvation
teaches us not only the truth of complete
salvation but also how to live a life of
sanctification and victory. Esther symbolizes
us, the born-again believers, Haman
represents Satan, the enemy of God and our
spiritual adversary, and Mordecai serves as a
figure of the Holy Spirit.

When we are born again, the life of Jesus
Christ, the Spirit who dwells within us, is
constantly opposed by forces that hinder our
obedience to Him and the expression of His
fullness in us. These forces are not external
but are hidden within us—that is the original
sin, inherited sinful nature, and the law of sin
and death that Satan brought into us
through Adam.

Even after being born again, there is an
internal struggle between the Spirit of Christ
and the sinful nature, which is Satan's
essence within us. Though the sins we
commit have been forgiven through Jesus’
blood, the essence of the self which prevents
us from fully obeying God and loving Him,
cannot be washed away by His blood. It must
be put to death by the cross. Today’s passage
reveals the truth about how to deal with
Haman, the descendent of Amalek and the
enemy within us, through God's grace

through the cross and how to receive the
salvation of the soul that is restored and
filled in the image of Jesus.

King Ahasuerus, tricked by Haman, gave
an order to kill all the Jews in the land,
including infants, children,and the elderly.In
response, Mordecai put on sackcloth, wept,
and fasted. Queen Esther learned of this and
discovered that Haman, a close confidant of
the king, was the enemy intending to destroy
her people. Mordecai warned Esther not to
think she could escape this danger in the
palace and that perhaps she had become
queen for such a time as this. Esther, defying
palace rules, resolved to approach the king,
saying, “if | perish, | perish,” willing to die for
her people [Esther 4:16 ESV].

“If | perish, I perish”
holds two meanings.
First...while we seek to please
God and follow what is good, our
old self—the evil we don’t want—
remains alive within us.

When Jesus declared, “It is finished” on
the cross and shed His blood, the power of
the old self, the flesh, the world, Satan’s
forces, and the dominion of sin and death
were all dealt with and ended at that
moment. We have no work left to do except
to make this victory our own, which requires
responding in faith to the teaching of the
Holy Spirit, as Esther did.

The phrase “If | perish, | perish” holds
two meanings. First, like the apostle Paul’s
inner conflict, we realize that while we seek
to please God and follow what is good, our
old self—the evil we don’t want—remains

alive within us. Second, though we are
hopeless sinners, incapable of doing
anything by ourselves, we must not
despair or be discouraged. Instead, we
must trust that the Lord not only shed His
blood to save us but also opened the way
for our salvation and we must only cling
to the truth of the cross.

In response to Esther's faith, Haman
was hung on the gallows by the grace of
God. May our spiritual eyes be opened to
see that when Jesus died—our old self,
death, all worries, diseases, and Satan—
were dealt with at that very moment.
Haman, representing Satan, was defeated
when Jesus declared victory on the cross
at Calvary. The process by which this truth
becomes real for us is illustrated by the
death of Haman’s sons in today’s passage.
The ten remaining sons of Haman
represent the lingering remnants of the
old self that arises within me daily that
must also die.

Like Paul, we may say,“l die daily,”and
receive the grace of the cross, its death
and resurrection, by faith every day. As
Paul said, “I die daily,” let us take hold of
the cross’ grace by faith every day so that
its death and resurrection become ours.
When we accept the truth and reality of
the death of the cross as ours every day,
the life of Jesus who was born again
within us will always be revealed and
brought to life through the power of his
death on the cross and resurrection. “If |
perish, | perish™—this is the gospel given
to us today.

Please scan the QR code
xridh  with your phone’s camera

.. for the link to the YouTube
& Vvideo of the full sermon.
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