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Sermon of the Week:
Remaining in Place: Finding Peace in All Circumstances

Passage: Genesis 3:9-19
Date: October 27,2024

Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

When God called out to the fallen
Adam and Eve, asking, “Where are you?” it
wasn't to judge them but for their
salvation.

God created humanity in His image
and likeness, granted them free will, and
placed them in a blessed position where
they could unite with Him by eating from
the tree of life. However, after listening to
the devil and falling, humans developed a
self-centered identity and abandoned the
place God had assigned for them.

God intended for humans to remain
in the blessed position of unity with Him.
But by choosing to eat from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, humans
became dissatisfied with this position
and place, opting instead for another of
their own choosing. Yet, even if the
situation God places us in may seem
unsuitable, we must remain there, as it’s
the best position to deal with the old
self. When we die to ourselves in that
place, God will move us to a new place.

In the Bible, repentance refers to the
sin of leaving the position that God has
established for us. This is the sin of
running away from the God-given
purpose and position where God is
supposed to dwell within us and trying
to become like God ourselves. This kind
of repentance is the true repentance
that brings about the kingdom of God. As
sinners, who sought to be like God,

humble themselves and realize their
own powerlessness, they turn back in
repentance. At this point, they meet the
Lord who died and resurrected for them,
accepting Him as their true Master. When
they deeply understand through the
Word that they deserve death on the
cross, they experience the Holy Spirit
within them. It is in this Spirit that they
encounter the Lord. God created humans
in His image to dwell within them and
when He enters into us, all problems are
resolved. This is the purpose of human
existence.

God led Adam,
who had left
his blessed place of grace
after eating from the
tree of knowledge,
back to a place of grace
and restoration.

God asked Adam where he was,
emphasizing that He had placed him in
a blessed location to be united with God.
God knows our personalities,
temperaments, and everything about us,
placing us precisely in the appropriate
place. When God places us in a certain
situation or circumstance, it is according
to His purpose. If our self-centeredness
is alive, we might pray to leave that
place. However, as believers, when Christ
is within us, we experience Him flowing
out as we die to our old self. No matter
where we are—whether at work, home,
or elsewhere, the solution to any
problem lies in the death of the old self.

The purpose of humans is to be one
with God. Losing this purpose results in
a loss of identity, leading to the loss of
dignity in ourselves and others. Once
our dignity is lost, people try to fill
themselves with worldly things, but
this effort is in vain and leaves them
with guilt, fear, and shame. When the
life of Jesus enters us, we gain
confidence and self-worth. Guilt
dissipates, and fear and shame are
replaced by boldness. Even a single
revelation from God’s Word brings light
to our lives, filling us with joy, hope,
and strength to overcome all
circumstances. No matter what
challenges arise—whether sickness or
hardship—they are permitted by God to
break down our self-centeredness.
Therefore, such trials ultimately benefit
us, leading to spiritual growth.

God gave fallen humanity the labor
of toil and sweat to foster a longing for
salvation. Just as Israel needed the
wilderness and believers like Joseph
needed prison, those called as God’s
children also need discipline. After
receiving true life, trials are necessary
for that life to grow. These trials
strengthen us and benefit our inner
new selves.

Despite the trials and hardships we
go through, may we recognize that
through them we are receiving the
eternal blessings of the inheritance of
the kingdom and eternal life.

L i[m] Please scan the QR code
-t with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
F video of the full sermon.
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