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Sermon of the Week:
Christ the Power and the Wisdom of God

Passage: 1 Corinthians 1:22-24
Date: March 24,2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The moment Adam ate the fruit from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
humans became creatures of sin and death,
and Satan became their master. And this
world created by the separation from God
has become a place without eternal life,
hope, or value. Such a world has been
cursed and judged once by water, and now
awaits the judgment of fire.

When we clearly understand that we
are living the life of a cursed demon as a
result of trying to become like God by
eating from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil,we will know how to see this
world and how to see ourselves.

We, who are in the image and
likeness of God, are meant to be united
with God. But deceived by the lie that
eating the fruit of good and evil will make
us like God, we became independent as
soon as we ate it. When we become
independent of God, each of us emerges as
our own master and regard ourselves as
gods of our lives. This absence of God is
the disaster and curse. This cursed life is
the consequence of eating the fruit of the
knowledge of good and evil.

The world values a person by
material possessions or reputation, and
although he or she strives diligently
throughout his or her life, the final result is
death. However, God values the presence of
true life which is eternal life. Death is the
ultimate consequence of the corruption of
people and the world. God’s cure for this
deathly disease was sending His son,Jesus
Christ into the world. This is what we must
accept.

We died with Jesus (Romans 6:8), so start
from there; that's what it means to be a
Christian and is God's prescription for this
curse. And it means having a faith that
accepts Jesus' death on the cross as our own.
As we live in this cursed world, our spiritual
lives must begin not with any effort on our
part, but with a death that participates in the
death of Christ. This death is different from
what we think of death in the world. It is not
a physical death but a spiritual one. This
spiritual death eliminates the cursed death
received by eating the fruit of good and evil.

When we become
independent of God,
each of us emerges as
our own master and
regard ourselves as
gods of our lives.

The death of Christ is the death of Satan and
sin within man and through this death, Christ
was resurrected. Today, through our faith in
Jesus, the Lord's death becomes our deaths
and the Lord's resurrection becomes our
resurrections, so to gain that resurrection, we
must die.

It is impossible for my old self to die
and to let go of my ego to become one with
Jesus... except through the cross. Only when
the ego dies, can there be eternal unity, unity
with the Lord, unity between people, and
oneness forever.

The tragedy of humanity is that we
were deceived by the devil and gave in to the
temptation that eating the fruit of good and
evil would make us like God. That is the
origin of sin, the original sin which brought
all other sins into existence. The sins that we
now commit are the consequences of that
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original sin; they are not the roots of that
sin but the fruits that sprout from the
original sin. The original sin is that all
humans became independent after eating
the fruit of good and evil. Therefore, the
sins that we commit are washed away by
the blood of Jesus, but the original sin
requires death on the cross. Once you die
on the cross today, your problems will be
solved.

When you die, you are resurrected.
When your ego/old self dies, Jesus flows
out of you. When He flows out, He becomes
wisdom, righteousness, holiness, and
redemption. If everything is life through
the life of God in resurrection, then
everything, including my entire life, is life.
When the life of the cross enters into me,
there is nothing for me to do from that
moment on...and | can rest. Since the Lord
does everything, there is nothing for me to
do. However, the opposite of this is a life
without the life of the cross, where | try to
become God of my life and have to do
everything myself.

Therefore, there is nothing as
precious and blessed as the cross. The
more | die, that more the Lord resurrects in
me,and when He resurrects, He brings peace,
wisdom, holiness,and redemption within me.
This person is now able to conquer the world
through Him. But my work must end for it to
become God’s work. “I” must end for Jesus to
dwell within me; that’s the death of the
cross. Our hope for you is to be overflowing
with the grace and experience of dying to
ourselves every day on the cross with Jesus
and living life by His  Will.

Please scan QR
code with your
phone’s camera for
link to the
YouTube video of
full sermon.
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Intercessory Prayer
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