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Sermon of the Week:
Cain and Abel: Striving in Flesh or Living by Faith

Passage: Genesis 4:1-7
Date: November 3, 2024

Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

In this passage, two aspects of
human life are depicted through Cain
and Abel. Some follow Cain's path, while
others follow Abel's path.

Cain heard from his parents, Adam
and Eve, about the consequences of not
obeying God’s Word despite receiving it,
by choosing to accept the devil's lies.
However, he did not accept their
testimony and instead offered his hard-
earned crops—the result of his sweat,
blood, and tears—as an offering to God.
From a worldly perspective, Cain's
actions seem reasonable and justifiable:
the idea that through mE/ effort to
become holy, | can bring glory to God.
Yet, God does not desire us to strive to be
holy through our efforts; rather, He wants
us to die to ourselves so that Christ may
live in us, for it is Christ within us who
embodies holiness and goodness.

When humans rejected God's Word
and ate from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, the "I"-the sense of
self—came into existence. This "I" is the
persona of Satan that has entered us
through his deception. Therefore, the
Christian faith should not begin with "I".
Originally, when God created humans
from the dust of the earth, there was no
such thing as "I". God, as the Creator, saw
the state in which He could come into us
as the Lord and said that it was ‘good".

Just as we were unable to help in any

way when God the Father created us, we
could do nothing to contribute when
Jesus the Son came as a man, died on the
cross, and resurrected to give us life. It
was not human effort but Jesus'
suffering, death, and resurrection that
led to a new creation. And the Holy
Spirit came to help us believe this truth.
God the Father created me, God the Son
redeemed me, and God the Holy Spirit
came to complete this work within me.
When | understand that my whole
being—spirit, soul,and body—is saved in
Christ and | continually accept this
message, that is faith, and it is through
this that | experience salvation.

Abel also heard the gospel messa%e
shared by his parents and accepted it by
faith. He understood that his very
existence,as one who had also eaten the
forbidden fruit, made him a sinner, and
the result of this sin was death. Abel
recognized that he was a sinner, so he
offered a lamb as a symbol of his
confession that he had nothin% to rel
on or to offer but Jesus, the lamb of God.
Similarly, the goal of believers who are
redeemed by Christ is to live a life that
reveals Him. The life that God desires as
worship is one where the Lord enters
into us—who are made in His image—
and we live to manifest Him. When [ die
to myself and the living Lord within me
is revealed, my life becomes worship—
whether in my home or at my workplace.
My life becomes a living worship unto
the Lord.

When Jesus died and was
resurrected, the salvation of our spirit,
soul, and body was completed legally.
The life of a saint is the progression of
carrying out this completed salvation,

where Christ, who has come in the
Spirit, takes over our soul and body.
This is what it means to put to death
the deeds of the body by the Spirit; this
is sanctification. The death and
resurrection of the Lord is the perfect
victory,and because Jesus'victory is our
victory, we must not trust or follow the
feelings or emotions that arise within
us, but instead put them to death.

As this process of dying to the
flesh continues, the salvation of my
spirit, which has already been
redeemed, flows down into my soul,
bringing salvation to it as well. And
when the Lord returns, a glorious
transformation will take place—my
spirit, soul, and body will be like His
and enter into eternity and inherit His
Kingdom.

The redemptive work of Christ on
the cross has freed us from any
problems. Issues arise only because
the self is still alive, but if we die to
ourselves, the problems disappear, for
Christ’s presence in us resolves
everything. If "I" die, and Christ rules
over my flesh and lives in me, there
will be no issues. The self—the one
who ate from the tree of good and evil
and is full of problems—is the very one
that was crucified with Jesus on the
cross. We must join in the death that
the apostle Paul speaks of when he
says, 'l die daily." This is the life of a
saint.

Please scan the OR code

a  with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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