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Sermon of the Week:
Sanctification: Working Out the Salvation of the Soul

Passage: Genesis 4:8-26
Date: November 10, 2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

God is Spirit, so He does not have a form
or shape. Therefore, God created Adam, in His
own image and likeness, and he became a
foreshadow of the One to come, Jesus Christ.
Adam is like a photograph, while the coming
Jesus Christ is the real substance. However,
Satan deceived mankind by telling them that
eating from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil would turn them into the real
substance, like God Himself, leading to
humanity's fall and sin’s entry into man.
Therefore if the real substance and nature of
God, Jesus Christ, does not enter into us, then
we cannot know our true identity and origin.
However, as soon as we accept the Word of
God through faith and come to know Jesus
through the Holy Spirit, then we are able to
understand who we are and our life's purpose.

Sin is the embodiment of Satan and is his
personification. Cain refused to heed the
gospel shared by his parents and chose his
own path and lived for himself—this is living
life under Satan's influence. Cain was so
captive to Satan that he ultimately refused to
accept God's mercy. Despite knowing the
consequences of sin, he did not repent and
was eventually abandoned by God, becoming
a wanderer on the earth and living a life
feeling trapped by quilt and chased by inner
psychological troubles.

Cain left the presence of the Lord and
built the city of Enoch for his own survival.
This marks the beginning of the world as we
know it. People living in the world think that
life is about survival—but we, who were born

into sin and death, are dead beings—and our
inevitable destination is the grave. Music, art,
and technological advancements, while
intended to aid human survival, are
ultimately worthless efforts.

Thus, God gave Jesus, His only Son, to this
world which was cursed because of Adam.
Jesus came as one of us, died, and was
resurrected, bringing new life to us. He came
to us as the life of resurrection. In this world,
death is considered a curse because it means
the end, but in Christianity, there is nothing
more blessed than death. That death is the
death of the sin within me, the death of Satan,
the forgiveness of the sins | have committed,
and the death of my old self. When those
things are destroyed through death, a clean
and complete new life—the life of God—will
dwell within me.

The life of resurrection is the life in Jesus.
Those who have received this life must spend
the rest of their lives working out this
salvation. Having received the salvation of
the spirit, we must also attain the salvation of
the soul and the body, and what we have
received to obtain that salvation is the life of
resurrection. Like how gold can instantly
conduct electricity because it is made up of a
single element, the spirit is singular in nature,
so its salvation happens instantly. The body
will also be transformed instantly at the time
of the Lord’s return. However, the soul—which
contains the mind, emotions, and will—takes
a longer time to be saved. Sanctification
refers to the salvation of the soul. For those
of us who are saved, the Spirit dwells within
us, so when we die to ourselves, the Spirit
within us will cause us to will and act
according to His purpose, thus bringing
salvation to our spirit, soul, and body. We do
not need to do anything but simply obey the
Holy Spirit. When the devil tries to deceive me

by making me focus on things that are lies
and by causing me to worry about what to
eat or drink, that is when | must put these
thoughts to death on the cross. Once we die
to ourselves, the Lord appears and takes
care of everything on our behalf.

A car's navigation system guides the
driver until they reach the destination, even
if the driver stubbornly drives the wrong
way based on their own judgment. The Lord
guides us in a similar way. As long as we
obey, He will lead us to our destination. Even
when our soul or body, which has not been
fully saved, makes mistakes and commits
sins, He does not abandon us and will
protect us to the end. The Lord who dwells
within us stays with us—Llike a navigation
system—until we reach our destination.

No matter what circumstances or
hardships we face, we who have been
saved must live according to the Spirit.
When you worry, it's a sign that you are
being deceived by the devil. When we start
to worry, we must recognize this and
surrender these thoughts to the cross,
reminding ourselves: "What has died with
Christ is trying to come alive again." When
we die to ourselves, the Lord flows out of us
as holiness and God accepts this holiness.
The work we have to do after being saved
is to die to ourselves. By acknowledging
and confessing the completed work of
salvation and God's declaration that "It is
finished”, the devil within us flees, and we
are set free. When you believe and give
thanks for everything that has been given
to you according to that eternal truth, then
your spirit, soul, and body will become
strengthened.

#gsE Please scan the OR code with your

%% phone’s camera for the link to the
Lz YouTube video of the full sermon.
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