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Sermon of the Week:
The Genealogy of Grace: Dying to the Old Self, Living in Christ

Passage: Genesis 5:1-10
Date: November 17,2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

After God created Adam and then created
woman, He referred to them as "human” only
after creating both man and woman. This
signifies that when God created humans in
His image and likeness, it was meant to
reflect the union of humanity with God, just
as a man and a woman are united. Therefore,
the purpose of creating humans was for God
and humanity to become one. This oneness
with God—as illustrated by Jesus' prayer in
the Garden of Gethsemane—is achieved
when God's will becomes our will. However,
after the Fall—when humanity ate from the
tree of knowledge of good and evil—people
began living with the purpose of fulfilling
their own desires rather than God's.

Genesis 5 outlines the genealogy of
Adam's descendants but does not mention
Cain or Abel. Instead, it states that Adam had
a son, Seth, in his likeness. While Genesis 4
mentions Cain and Abel, Genesis 5 focuses
solely on Seth because Cain's descendants
are not considered God's people but belong
to Satan. Seth, given as the new offspring to
replace Abel, is significant because it was
after his birth that people began calling on
the name of the Lord. Thus, the genealogy in
Genesis 5 aligns with God's original purpose
for humanity and represents the lineage of
salvation. Interestingly, while this genealogy
refers to people living over 900 years, no
human achievements are recorded. This
reflects the idea that the history of the saved
should not exist in the record of human

history as this lineage of Abel no longer
exists—in the same way as our old selves no
longer exist after we are saved.

For those who believe in Jesus and are
saved, their lives are characterized solely by
the works of Christ and His grace, not by
human efforts or the record of their
achievements. Just as the apostle Paul said,
"By the grace of God | am what | am" [1
Corinthians 15:10 ESV], the more one
receives grace, the less their own works and
achievements matter, and any record of
activity apart from Christ becomes
meaningless.

...the more
one receives grace,
the less
their own works and
achievements matter,
and any record of activity

apart from Christ

becomes meaningless.

When God created humanity from dust,
humans could do nothing to assist Him.
Likewise, when God's Son came as a man,
died on the cross,and resurrected to establish
a new world, humanity could do nothing to
help. Salvation is not achieved through our
efforts but through Jesus’ death, the shedding
of His blood, and His resurrection. The more
we understand the truth of the cross, the
more we realize that there is nothing we can
do but give thanks and praise to God.

Christian faith should not begin with the
"I"who says, "l must believe in Jesus and not

sin." It begins with Jesus, who died and rose
again to make us children of God. It starts
with the realization that “I” am dead and
that Christ now lives within me. The death
of Jesus on the cross marks the end of our
humanity, and His resurrection marks the
beginning of God's work within us. The
cross signifies the end of the old self, and
the resurrection is the start of Christ within
us. Believing that “I” died with Jesus on the
cross is a blessing, and true faith begins
here. However, when "I" come alive as the
master of my own life, there is no room for
God or His resurrection. This leads to
relying on oneself to solve every problem.
Thus, Paul proclaimed, “I decided to know
nothing while | was with you except Jesus
Christ and Him crucified” and “| die every
day!”[1 Corinthians 2:2; 15:31 ESV]. This is
because the cross is true life.

Life is God's ultimate goal. God's
purpose for humanity is for us to share in
His life and become one with Him, which is
eternal life. Through the death of Jesus
Christ on the cross, our old selves were
brought to an end. He removed sin and
death; reconciling us with God. Therefore,
the most glorious thing for a person to
have is for the eternal life of Jesus come
into them and to experience rest and
peace.

God's will is to come into us to testify
and show that God lives within us, and for
Jesus to flow out from within us. Every day,
the death of the cross is necessary. May we
experience this reality of dying daily.
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= Cambodia (TASSEL) - Joji Tatsugi
> Indonesia - 3 missionary couples:
a. Ruth and Austin Kuklenski
b. Josiah and Sophie Glesener
c. Michael and Morgan LeBlanc
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