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Sermon of the Week:
Our True Work: Becoming One With Christ

Passage: Matthew 9:35-38
Date: November 24, 2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

When God created the universe and
everything in it, He declared that what He
made was good in His sight. God created
everything over six days and rested on
the seventh day, but His rest was shared
with all of creation. Everything that God
made continues to exist under His
providence, sovereignty, and care. Neither
humanity nor any part of creation
contributed to this work of creation.
Therefore, all created things can only
respond in praise to God.

The world that God created was a
beautiful place of praise, free from worry,
anxiety, or fear. However, Satan entered
into humans, who were made in the
image and likeness of God, filling them
with lies, worry, anxiety, fear,and impurity.
The rest that God gave to all creation, the
rest that the entire universe enjoyed
while praising the Lord in harmony, was
broken.

In response, God started working
again. When Jesus healed the man who
had been paralyzed for 38 years, He said,
“My Father is working until now,and | am
working.” [John 5:17 ESV] This reveals
that Jesus came to carry out the works of
God. Through His crucifixion, Jesus
fulfilled God's will and brought about a
Eew creation, making us new creatures in

hrist.

As stated in today's passage, Jesus
sees the crowds, weary and helpless like
sheep without a shepherd, and has

compassion on them. He says, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into
his harvest.” [Luke 10:2 ESV] Who are
these workers for the harvest? And how
can we become such workers?

The Lord of the universe is Jehovah
God alone, and all creation exists for His
glory. Yet, humans, having eaten from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
have claimed lordship for themselves.
Therefore this being, who desires to be
like God, must die. Since the original
master of man was God, the true purpose
of man's existence is to reveal God. This is
why Paul, upon realizing this truth,
declared, "I have been crucified with
Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ
who lives in me.” [Galatians 2:20 ESV]

...each time
we surrender
ourselves to death,
Christ within us
comes to life.

As long as “I" am alive, | will always
be worried, anxious, concerned about
what to eat, what to wear, and what to
drink,and all that | will do is toil and carry
heavy burdens. However, all these
problems in the universe were solved
through the death and resurrection of
Christ. The old self, poisoned by Satan’s
deceptions, was put to death by the Lord;
thus removing all these problems. When
we hear the message of the gospel and
believe that we have died and Christ lives
in us, then we become one with Jesus.
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Through this union, we are transformed
into people who no longer live for
ourselves but reveal Christ through our
lives. This is the life of a Christian living
in this age.

Christianity  begins with the
realization that "l have already died."
Therefore, if | deny myself and the old
self dies, the one who is revealed
through me is Jesus. Paul testified, “I
protest, brothers, by my pride in you,
which | have in Christ Jesus our Lord, |
die every day!” [1 Corinthians 15:31
ESV] This represents the daily
reenactment of the death and
resurrection of Christ, through which
the glory of Christ is revealed in the
lives of those who are dead to sin.For a
sinner to receive atonement and reveal
God is the highest honor, glory, and true
treasure of life. This is the harvest from
the death and resurrection of the cross.
The Lord came to this earth as a seed,
died, and was resurrected, and through
the result of that harvest, we are who
we are today. Now, each time we
surrender ourselves to death, Christ
within us comes to life.

The greatest glory in our lives is to
manifest the God who created us—
through our words, thoughts, and entire
being. God sent Jesus, the seed who
died and rose again, to become the
eternal harvest of redemption for us.
May the fruits of this harvest be
abundant in us.

Please scan the QR code

with your phone’s camera

&= for the link to the YouTube
g video of the full sermon.
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