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Sermon of the Week:
The Redeeming Husband: Christ's Call to Oneness

Passage: Numbers 5:11-31
Date: December 1, 2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Numbers 5 is about the instructions given
to the Israelites regarding the camp where they
lived. The Israelites are God's chosen people, a
holy nation with God dwelling among them.
Since God resides in their midst, the camp must
always remain holy. For this reason, God
instructed Moses to remove individuals who
were ceremonially unclean—those with
leprosy, those suffering from discharges, and
those defiled by contact with a corpse—from
the camp.

In Numbers 5, the three categories of
unclean individuals symbolize deeper
spiritual conditions. First, leprosy represents
the root of sin—rebellion against God and a
desire to replace Him, as seen in Adam and
Eve's disobedience when they ate from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. This
symbolizes inner corruption and eternal
death. The second is the disease of
discharges, which are the impurities that flow
out of a fallen person without control or
restriction, in which an impatient nature and
evil thoughts naturally emerge. Third,
defilement from contact with death
symbolizes spiritual death. All humans, born
under sin, are spiritually dead and destined
for the grave. Constant exposure to the ideas
and thoughts of the spiritually dead can
cause our own thoughts and ideas to become
unclean.

The church, composed of those who have
received salvation, must not listen to the
voices of the world or unclean influences.
Jesus transcended death and overcame the
world through His resurrection. Those of us

who are reborn through His life are now
citizens of heaven. The transcendent life we
have received cannot be harmed by any
worldly philosophy or human teaching.
Therefore, as saved individuals, we must
clearly understand our identity and expel the
lies of Satan and the world from our hearts.

When this happens,
we will always be
aware of His presence in us,
walking with Him,
and maintaining fellowship
with Him.

Today's passage not only addresses these
three afflictions but also discusses the
judgment of a woman suspected of
unfaithfulness by her husband. The deeper
lesson here reflects the relationship between
God and Israel and between Christ and the
church. God is Israel's husband, and Christ is
the husband of the redeemed church. Thus,
the jealousy of a husband over his wife
parallels Christ's jealousy for His people.
Jesus' demand is not simply that we receive
the forgiveness of sins and become clean.
Merely saying "l have been forgiven of my
sins, the leprosy has gone, | fully believe in
God's Word, the discharge has stopped” is not
enough. He doesn't merely want us to be
forgiven of sin and cleansed outwardly. Jesus
desires a purity that transcends everything
and is beyond words to express. He desires
that our spirit, soul, and body be completely
pure, without any deficiency, and that we
become one with Jesus in every way.

Jesus died and rose again to redeem us
fully and make us perfectly clean in a legal,
eternal sense. Recognizing this truth allows
Jesus to dwell in us. In His eyes, we are

complete and without blemish, not because
of our righteousness, but because of His
perfect work on the cross and resurrection.
This is the legal basis on which Jesus lives
within us.

If Jesus comes into me but | do not
fully die to myself and become one with
the Lord who is in me, not only will | fail to
feel the presence of the Lord, but | will not
be able to have fellowship with the
Bridegroom. We must submit to the One
who lives within us: “For it is God who
works in you, both to will and to work for
his good pleasure." [Philippians 2:13 ESV]
Through sanctification and growing unity
with Christ, we come to share His heart of
love and recognize His presence within us,
leading to true communion.

Since Christ and we are one body, the
content of our inner lives must align with
Him. God's Word must govern our thoughts
and hearts. The Holy Spirit, who is the Word,
must live in us, captivating our emotions,
thoughts, and mindset. When this happens,
we will always be aware of His presence in
us, walking with Him and maintaining
constant fellowship with Him. This is the
essence of heaven and the source of
strength to overcome the world.

God desires us to dedicate our entire
being to Him through His only Son, Jesus,
and to praise Him throughout our lives,and
to exist solely for Him. God longs for our
thoughts, ideas, and entire being to be
completely united with Christ. The Lord has
already made us perfect and will work out
this perfection within us from the spirit to
the soul and the body. May we respond with
“amen” to our loving husband, Jesus.

link to the YouTube video of XA
the full sermon. il
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- Cambodia (TASSEL) - Joji Tatsugi
- Indonesia - 3 missionary couples:
a. Ruth and Austin Kuklenski
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c. Michael and Morgan LeBlanc
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