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Sermon of the Week:
The Victory is Already Won: Fighting the Good Fight of Faith

Passage: 1 Samuel 15:1-3
Date: December 8, 2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The purpose of God’s deliverance of the
Israelites from their slavery in Egypt was to
bring them into the land of Canaan to
establish His eternal temple. This is a
foreshadowing of God’s plan to build an
eternal kingdom through Jesus Christ, where
humanity—once destined for destruction—
can dwell with Him forever.

God sustained the Israelites, who were
redeemed by the blood of the Passover lamb,
by providing manna in the wilderness and
water from the rock when they were thirsty.
The apostle Paul identifies this rock as Christ,
symbolizing how Jesus' death and
resurrection brought the Holy Spirit, the
living water, into our lives. After feeding on
this manna and drinking this living water, the
Israelites faced their first battle against the
Amalekites.

The Amalekites were the first enemy of
the redeemed lIsraelites and represented a
foe that must be utterly destroyed. In today’s
passage, the prophet Samuel instructed King
Saul to completely annihilate the Amalekites.
However, Saul disobeyed God’s command,
which led to his rejection as king and the
anointing of David in his place. Saul’s failure
to destroy the Amalekites caused him to lose
his authority as king.

In their first battle in the wilderness,

Moses went up to the mountaintop with
Aaron and Hur while Joshua and the Israelites

fought against the Amalekites. As long as
Moses held up his hands in prayer, the
Israelites prevailed; but when his hands were
lowered, the Amalekites gained the upper
hand. The outcome of the battle depended on
Moses’ upheld arms. This symbolizes Jesus
Christ, who died, resurrected, ascended, and
now intercedes for us at the right hand of
God, securing victory for the saints.

Living a life of putting to
death the deeds of the
body by the Spirit means
surrendering all struggles
to Christ rather than
striving against sin in our
own strength.

We must learn from the lessons of Israel's
first battle and identify whom the Amalekites
represent in our lives today. Amalek
descended from Esau, Jacob's twin brother.
Esau was the firstborn, representing man in
his flesh while Jacob, who was born second,
symbolizes the spiritual man reborn in Christ.
Similarly, Amalek today represents our old
self—our flesh. For those reborn in Christ, our
flesh becomes the enemy. Before salvation,
we served our flesh as if it were God, living for
ourselves. But once we are reborn in Christ,
the old self becomes our adversary. When we
are saved, our very existence in the flesh
becomes the enemy we must confront.

The second-born, the spiritual person,
must put the firstborn, the fleshly person, to
death. Within our flesh resides sin, the world,
and Satan—all of which rely on the flesh.
When the flesh dies, Satan’s power is nullified,
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sin ceases to operate within us, and the
world loses its hold on us.

If we die to ourselves, sin has no more
dominion. When the life of God enters us
and we are born again and our body dies,
this results in the end of sin and the world’s
influence. Even if Satan seeks to tempt us,
he cannot work within us and sin cannot
reign. Thus, the solution to all our problems
lies in Jesus’ death on the cross. His death
was our path to life,and He embraced us as
He died for us.

When we clearly know this truth and it
becomes reality, we rejoice about our own
death and live a life like the apostle Paul,
saying, “I die every day” Living a life of
putting to death the deeds of the body by
the Spirit means surrendering all struggles
to Christ rather than striving against sin in
our own strength. Our problems were
already resolved 2,000 years ago at the
cross, and the Holy Spirit now works within
us to make this truth a reality. Regardless of
doubts or challenges, we must surrender
everything to the Holy Spirit and die to
ourselves. No matter what thoughts arise,
the Word of God alone is truth; anything
outside of it is falsehood and from Satan.
We must fight the good fight of faith,
relentlessly surrendering our soul to death.

May all believers recognize that the
Lord has already secured victory and now
intercedes for us at the right hand of God’s
throne. By entrusting all our struggles to
Him, let us live victorious lives in Him.

fi[m] Please scan the OR code
with your phone’s camera
+ for the link to the YouTube
E: video of the full sermon.
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