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Sermon of the Week:
Lessons in Prison: Death & Resurrection

Passage: Psalm 119:67-71
Date: December 15, 2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The apostle Paul, while imprisoned for
preaching the gospel, said, “I want you to
know, brothers, that what has happened to
me has really served to advance the gospel...”
[Philippians 1:12 ESV]. He emphasized that
his imprisonment might seem like a setback
from a human perspective, but from God’s
perspective, it was a means for the
progression and expansion of the gospel.
What appears to be a hindrance in the flesh
becomes an opportunity for God to work.
Restraining man’s efforts in order for God to
work is the gospel. Paul realized in prison
that it is when man increasingly recognizes
that he cannot do anything, that God begins
His work.

For the life of Jesus to flow out of us, we
must enter into death. When we die to
ourselves, Jesus is revealed through us. Paul’s
imprisonment allowed the Lord to work
freely, and through his confinement, the
believers grew bolder in their faith. While
some might expect his imprisonment to
cause the saints to scatter, it had the opposite
effect: they risked their lives, saying, "Let us
also preach the gospel like Paul." Paul’s
suffering ultimately led to the spread of the
gospel. Through the persecution and ftrials
that Paul endured, God demonstrated His
power and glory.

It is in the “prison” of trials that God’s
work manifests. Through the breaking of the

old man on the cross, faith grows. Therefore,
carrying the cross is part of God's plan, that is,
God's will.

No matter what trials come, when we
endure them with gratitude and faith, the
work of the Holy Spirit takes place. In such
times, we testify: “In the midst of suffering, |
longed for the Lord and sought Him more,
and God showed me His mercy.” Trials and
suffering break our reliance on ourselves,
allowing the Holy Spirit to work within us and
bring about the complete work of God. When
sickness or hardship afflicts our family, we
need not despair or fear because faith affirms

Trials and suffering
break our reliance
on ourselves,
allowing the Holy Spirit
to work within us and
bring about the
perfect work of God.

that Jesus has already cleansed and saved us.
We must recognize that the challenges we
face are not ultimate truths but mere
illusions; the reality is the complete salvation
testified to in Scripture. Therefore, we must
believe in God's Word and boldly stand firm in
His promises and confront trials in the name
of Jesus. We must acknowledge and confess
that Jesus’ death on the cross and His
resurrection have accomplished everything.

Joseph in the Old Testament foreshadows
Christ. His life was marked by imprisonment:
sold into slavery by his brothers for twenty
pieces of silver and through his time in
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prison, rises to become a ruler. Similarly,
Jesus was sold by His own people for thirty
pieces of silver, endured the “prison” of the
cross, and rose again in victory. Through his
imprisonment, Joseph came to understand
the message of the cross: death followed
by resurrection on the third day. Today,
when we acknowledge our own death
through suffering, we can experience and
enjoy this truth of dying on the cross and
being resurrected after three days.

The word “history” in English is a
combination of the words “His” and “Story,”
which signifies the story of Jesus Christ,
who is God in human form. Our history was
one of darkness under the dominion of
Satan, but when we hear and believe the
gospel—that Jesus died and rose for us—
His story becomes our story.

We come to know the Lord through
challenging situations that feel like prison
cells,where we are restricted and unable to
act as we wish. Such difficulties lead us to
know the Lord, to make His story become
our story, and to experience eternal
freedom and peace. God uses these "prison
experiences" to mold us into the people He
desires us to be.

Through suffering, we come to
understand the truth of death and
resurrection, and experience eternal
freedom. May we discover and believe the
profound reality that this amazing freedom
has already been given to us in Christ.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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