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Sermon of the Week:
The New Creation: Our Life is Hidden in Christ

Passage: John 1:14
Date: December 22, 2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

God created humanity in His image and
likeness, as vessels designed to contain Him.
However, through  Satan’s  deception,
humanity abandoned the original design
where God could dwell within them—this is
the essence of original sin.

God did not repair this corrupted first
creation marred by Satan; instead, He
brought an end to the old creation and
brought about a new creation. The first
creation came into being through God’s
spoken word, but the new creation came
through the Word Himself becoming flesh.
The Word who is God, took on human form,
came to earth, died, and resurrected to create
us anew as His people.

Who we must focus on is Jesus Christ,
who came 2,000 years ago. It is vital through
Scripture to understand and believe what
happened when Christ died and rose again.
We must not trust our senses, feelings, or
sinful, corrupted thoughts but believe solely
in God’s Word as it is revealed in the Bible. As
beings who have sinned and fallen into the
totality of sin and death by disobeying God
and eating the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, it is natural for us to resist God's Word.
Therefore, we must reject the trust we place
in our emotions, thoughts, and perceptions
and only trust in God's Word.

God does not look at the old self that we
once were; instead, He sees who we have

become in Christ. It is not about our sinful
selves, but about believing in the work that
Jesus accomplished: crucifying the old self on
the cross, rising again on the third day, and
completing the new creation. Christianity is
faith in this truth as recorded in Scripture.

As we continually hear this truth, there
comes a moment when the Holy Spirit works
within us for our hearts to accept the truth of
God’s Word, thus bringing peace. At the very
moment of acceptance, the Holy Spirit enters,
and our spirit is saved. As this salvation
causes us to submit our soul —our mind, will,
and emotions—we become increasingly
conscious of the Lord’'s redemptive work in
our lives. This is why we must focus on Jesus
Christ, God who became man. God, taking
human form, died on the cross—fully
vanquishing the old self, Satan and the old
creation—and through His resurrection, now
dwells within us as the Holy Spirit.

God does not look at the
old self that we once were;
instead, He sees who we
have become in Christ.

The relationship between God and
ourselves is one of life. The most precious
truth is that God has become our very life.
God planted the seed of Jesus in us,and when
we hear, receive, and believe His Word, His
very own life is born within us. However, this
is not the complete fulfillment of salvation.
Salvation will be perfected when the Lord
returns.

Those who possess the life given at His
first coming long for His return, placing no
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hope in the things of this world and
growing increasingly distant from worldly
desires. Genuine believers, upon receiving
this life, recognize the futility of worldly
things and place their hope solely in the
return of Christ, waiting expectantly for
Him. The Lord who will return is preparing
to receive His bride—those betrothed to
Him and bearing the seed of life that was
sown 2,000 years ago. With this life within
us, we have the assurance of our eternal
home—free from the fear of death— and
thus are able to praise and enjoy God fully.

The phrase “full of grace and truth” in
today’s passage refers to the enjoyment
found in the Lord. Grace means “to enjoy’,
and it is God's entrance into a person that
is grace. Every time the truth of the Word
comes into us and we come face-to-face
with  the truth, it brings about
transformation and joy within us.

The essence of Christianity is not
found in mere words but in a direct
encounter with God, experiencing His Word,
and enjoying the reality of His promises by
faith. Without any effort on our part, the
moment we hear and believe the gospel,
we meet the Lord through His Word. He
becomes our righteousness, holiness, and
redemption—our all-in-all. As today’s
passage declares, God comes to dwell in
man, and man enters into God. Though we
are unclean sinners, we are transformed
into holy temples where God resides. May
the reality of this gospel be fully
experienced by all.

tli[m] Please scan the OR code
k3 with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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