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Sermon of the Week:
Pressing On: Paul’s Vision of Sanctification in Philippians

Passage: Philippians 3:1-14
Date: December 29, 2024
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

God created the universe by His Word,
but through Satan’s interference, all of
humanity and the first creation fell into ruin.
Thus, the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us to recreate the universe. Everything
belonging to the old creation—humanity, the
world, and all things—has been destroyed on
the cross along with Satan, and only the new
creation in Christ Jesus will endure forever.
When Jesus came as a man, died on the cross,
and rose again, declaring, “It is finished,” our
salvation was fully completed. When you
receive this news and believe it as your own,
it becomes a reality in your life.

God’s purpose in creating humanity was
to reflect His image and likeness. However,
after being deceived by the devil, humans
deviated from this purpose, and lost their
dignity given by God, unable to know our true
identity. Although God designed humans to
rule over all creation, they became enslaved
to it instead. Even acquiring a vast amount of
worldly knowledge cannot provide us with an
understanding of our true selves. Even the
highest forms of worldly knowledge cannot
reveal our true selves. Only those who have
encountered Jesus Christ and come to know
Him can know themselves, discovering their
true identity in Him. It is in Christ that we
discover, “| was created in the image and
likeness of God; | have an eternal home in
heaven, and that is my true destination.”

The day that | encounter Jesus Christ, |
will know my true identity. The moment | get

to know Jesus deeply, | see Him crucified on
the cross at Calvary and recognize, “I was
crucified there with Him.” The message of
Philippians emphasizes that salvation —
achieved through our union with Christ—
fulfills the purpose of human creation.
Therefore, believers must not devalue their
true identity in Christ but treasure it.

When Paul encountered Christ on the
road to Damascus and received the revelation
of knowing Him deeply, he considered all
worldly things as rubbish and discarded them.
Paul came to see Jesus Christ alone as the
true and blessed treasure of all creation, the
Lord of all things, and the source of life,

...we must pursue
sanctification.
This requires dying to
ourselves daily so that our
spirit, soul, and body may
be filled with Jesus Christ.

eternal hope, and eternal life. For Paul, the
goal of life became gaining Christ, finding
himself in Him, being reborn with His life,and
conforming to the image of Christ. His
purpose in life was to become like Christ in
every way. With this purpose, Paul spent his
life striving to know the power of Christ’s
resurrection, to share in His sufferings, and to
experience Christ personally. For Paul, in
order for the objective truth of the gospel to
become an experienced reality and to gain
eternal life on this earth, He put his old self
to death daily. The life of one who seeks to
discover themselves in Christ is a life of dying
to their old self every day.

Paul, after

discovering

this truth,

proclaimed, "... that | may know him and the
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power of his resurrection, and may share
his sufferings, becoming like him in his
death, that by any means possible | may
attain the resurrection from the dead. Not
that | have already obtained this or am
already perfect, but | press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own." [Philippians 3:10-12 ESV] In the new
year,may we live this blessed life: a life that
presses on to make this faith our own as
Christ Jesus has made us his own.

Paul teaches us that to live this kind of
life, we must forget what is behind—
worldly things, fleshly desires, and the old
self—and fix our eyes on the goal. Our
ultimate goal is to gain Christ,who came as
a man, died, rose again, and triumphed.

Among all the heavenly rewards that
God offers, the most significant is the call
to reign with Christ in the thousand-year
kingdom. To attain this, we must pursue
sanctification. This requires dying to
ourselves daily so that our spirit, soul, and
body may be filled with Jesus Christ.

The New Testament is not a set of rules
for us to follow; it is the declaration of the
truth of Christ’s death and resurrection on
the cross, which we are called to receive
and believe. When we die to ourselves, the
Lord's life within us flows out, and we come
to understand that the Word of God is truth.
May this be a year where we fight the good
fight of faith, boldly declaring, "The Bible is
the Word of truth, fulfilled in Jesus."

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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- Cambodia (TASSEL) - Joji Tatsugi
= Indonesia - 3 missionary couples:
a. Ruth and Austin Kuklenski
b. Josiah and Sophie Glesener
c. Michael and Morgan LeBlanc
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