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Sermon of the Week:
Crucifying the Old Self: The Gospel in Noah’s Vineyard

Passage: Genesis 9:18-29
Date: January 5, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

This passage speaks about the life of
Noah's family, who entered the ark and were
saved from the judgment of the flood, which
is an illustration of the Church. It teaches us
about what kind of life those who have
received salvation must live. The first thing
Noah and his family did after coming out of
the ark was to build an altar and worship God.
Likewise, if we have received salvation
through Christ’s life, our entire lives must
become an act of worship until the day we die.

Through the death and resurrection of
Jesus, God has come to dwell within us,
making us His temple. True worship, therefore,
is living in submission to the thoughts of the
Lord who dwells within us. God accepts this
worship, not only in church, but also in our
workplaces and homes. If we have been saved
and have become citizens of the kingdom of
heaven, our entire lives must become an act
of worship that manifests Jesus.

The life of Noah serves as a model for the
Christian life. After receiving salvation, Noah
cultivated a vineyard, drank of its wine,
became intoxicated, and lay uncovered in his
tent. In Scripture, wine symbolizes the
redemptive blood of Jesus Christ. Noah’s state
of nakedness in this passage signifies that
the more a believer comes to understand the
power of Christ’s redeeming blood, the more
they recognize the shamefulness of human
nature: its deceitfulness above all things and
its utter corruption. The wine—Christ’s blood—
brings new life, exposing that the old self was
a fake identity and revealing the reality that we

are worthless sinners. Therefore, just as Noah
took off his clothes, we must take off the old
flesh and hand it over to death.

A fallen person cannot uphold God's holy
law. In today's corrupted religion, people
deceive themselves into thinking they can
uphold the law, pretending to be holy while
concealing their weaknesses because they
desire to remain strong in the flesh. In
contrast, after Paul realized this truth, he
declared, “I will boast all the more gladly of
my weaknesses.” [2 Corinthians 12:9, ESV]
Those who have received new life must
recognize that the flesh is meant to be
discarded and learn to boast in their
weaknesses—whether in poverty, persecution,
hardships, or difficulties. Weakness is part of
God's work, intended to bestow even greater
grace; therefore, we believers must boldly
praise Him in the midst of all circumstances.

Ham saw his father's nakedness and
mocked him, whereas Shem and Japheth
walked backward and covered him with a
garment. Shem and Japheth understood that
it was only natural for their father to be
exposed after drinking wine. Likewise, after
receiving the life of Christ, it is natural for us
to boast in our weaknesses and crucify the
old self that has deceived us for so long. On
the other hand, Ham’s mockery represents a
refusal to crucify the old self on the cross.

When Noah awoke from his drunkenness,
he cursed Ham. From a human perspective,
one might argue that Noah was at fault for
becoming drunk and exposing himself and
that Ham should have been praised for
pointing it out, rather than being cursed.
However, Noah-as a prophet and a
typological figure™spoke according to the
authority and will of God. When we observe
the descendants of Shem, Japheth, and Ham
today, we see the fulfillment of Noah’s

prophecy exactly as he declared. Noah's
blessings and curses were God's will and a
divine prophecy about what will happen in
the future.

When we evaluate others, the crucial
question is whether we see them through
Adam’s eyes or through the eyes of Jesus,
who dwells within us. From a human
perspective, we may always find faults and
reasons to criticize, but from Christ’s
perspective, there is nothing to complain
about. The self that once set up its own
standards for judgment has died, and now
Christ lives within us. Therefore, we no
longer see the flaws of others.

If our old self is not crucified with
Christ, we will remain its slaves for the rest
of our lives. Since Jesus resolved all our sins
completely through His death on the cross,
we have no reason to worry or be anxious.
Since | have died and Christ now lives in
me, the tribulations and hardships before
me belong to the Lord. However, if my old
self remains alive, | will try to carry every
burden and resolve every problem myself,
thus living under the heavy yoke of slavery
like the descendants of Ham. If we die to
ourselves, then there is nothing to fear and
we will have peace. But if we live according
to the flesh, we will be burdened with
endless worries and anxieties, and remain
enslaved to our circumstances.

In this new year, may we fully accept the
work that the Lord has already accomplished,
and may we live in the freedom of the new
life found in Jesus Christ.

*A typological figure is a person in the Old Testament
that foreshadows a person in the New Testament.
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