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Sermon of the Week:
Man was Made of Soil: The Blessedness of Our Humble Position

Passage: Genesis 11:1-9
Date: January 12, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Nimrod, the son of Cush, who was cursed
through Ham, is described in Scripture as the
first mighty man on earth and the greatest
hunter. Babylon was one of the first centers of
his kingdom. Although the word of God created
the world, it transformed into the rebellious
realm of Babel due to the work of Satan. Adam
and Eve,who once lived in the presence of God,
gave in to Satan’s temptation, fell into sin, and
were driven from the Garden of Eden, becoming
beings subject to sin and death. Separated from
God’s presence, Adam was left to live under the
control of his own conscience. Had humanity
simply followed the light of conscience that
God placed within them, they might have
upheld a moral society. However, such control
was short-lived. As evident even in ourselves,
the fallen human nature deceives our
conscience and embraces lies.As a result of this
corruption, Satan has become the ruler of this
world and all aspects of life—politics,
economics, education, and culture—are used to
rebel against God. The corruption in man that
began with the fall escalated into a full-fledged
rebellion against God.

Today's passage reveals fallen humanity
uniting in opposition to God, seeking to exalt
themselves by their own strength while
removing God from their lives. This pattern is
not only found in the world but has also
corrupted modern Christianity, where man has
become the focus rather than Christ: a Christ-
less Christianity. Faith has been distorted into a
means for fulfilling personal desires rather than

a surrender to God’s will. Instead of believing in
the redemptive work of Christ—who came, died,
and rose again to resolve our spiritual and
physical problems—people are consumed with
fulfilling their own aspirations.

Yet, the Son of God Jesus Christ took on
human flesh, bore the cross, and triumphed in
resurrection to address every physical &
spiritual problem of our existence. When we die
to ourselves, Christ who dwells within us, is
revealed—becoming our wisdom, sanctification,
and redemption: our all in all. He becomes
everything to me.As the sinful self, corrupted by
the knowledge of good and evil, is progressively
put to death, Christ increasingly reigns in our
spirit,soul,and body. The Holy Spirit was sent so
that we might believe and live by this truth.

As believers, we place our faith in Jesus
Christ. We believe that Jesus came into the
world, became one with us, died for our
problems, was resurrected, thus accomplishing
everything. The life of faith is the daily
crucifixion of the self that refuses to believe in
this truth.

In today’s passage, the people conspire
together in rebellion against God. They say,
“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a
name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over
the face of the whole earth.” [Genesis 11:4 ESV]
The tower and the city were built using bricks
made from soil. Originally, soil is something
that, when a seed is sown into it, will naturally
bear the life and fruit of that seed. When Jesus
died on the cross, God positioned Himself in the
lowest and humblest place, like that of soil,
abandoning the old self. It is in that place of
humility that the power and mystery of
resurrection dwell.

All the abundance of life comes from the
soil. God formed man from the soil, and this soil
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is designed to produce only one true seed:
Jesus Christ. Adam ate from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil and became a
rebellious being, but when the seed of Christ
is planted within such a person, the Son of
God grows within them, replacing their old
self with the fullness of Christ.

In contrast, bricks are made by burning
away all the life-giving properties of the soil.
A brick has shape but unlike soil, which
sustains life, bricks are artificial and barren.
As represented by the Tower of Babel built
with such bricks, this world is ultimately an
illusion without life—a falsehood.

God confused the language used by
those who were building the world of Babel.
Thus, the language of this world is one of
confusion—lacking true substance, it is an
empty, meaningless language incapable of
achieving anything of eternal worth. The only
true language that could bring new life and a
new creation was Jesus Christ himself. The
true language and the Word, Jesus, came into
this world in the flesh, died, and rose again to
establish a new creation.

Instead of speaking the language of
Babel, let us engage in fellowship through
the words of Jesus Christ. In this new year,
may we be of one heart and one mind,
becoming builders of the body of Christ—the
eternal kingdom that the Lord desires. When
the seed of Christ is planted within us, His life
grows within us, and as this life gathers and
unites us, we will offer up glorious praise to
the Lord. Through us, the Father’s name will
be glorified.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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