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Sermon of the Week:
Abraham's Call is Our Call to Leave the Old Life for God’s Promise

Passage: Genesis 12:1-9
Date: January 19, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

In today’s passage, Abraham responds to
God's call, leaving his homeland, relatives, and
father’s house to go to the land that God has
designated for him. God promises Abraham that
He will make him into a great nation, bless him,
and make his name great. Furthermore, God
declares that those who bless Abraham will be
blessed, and those who curse him will be cursed
and that through him, all nations will be
blessed.

The purpose of God’s calling of Abraham
was to establish a new beginning. He was called
out because the place where he originally
dwelled was not where God intended for him to
remain. Likewise, God called us out from the
original place where we were living in sin and
death and took us to a place where we can
experience a new beginning through life in Him.
This is why He became a man, died on the cross,
and resurrected to give us this new divine life.
Positionally, God moved us from our human life
to a divine life and from a created existence to
an uncreated, eternal one: this is salvation.
However, once our position is moved from death
to life, God starts to change our inner
composition from the nature of Adam’s life to
Christ’s life. This is the start of sanctification.

God has made us not merely as His created
beings but as those who are called for a greater
purpose. Although Satan corrupted man, God
caused him to be born again, granting him His
divine life and making him a perfect new
creation in Christ. While the devil's work aimed
to bring destruction, God revealed His greater

plan through His mighty work. No matter what
suffering and hardship Satan may bring upon
us, we must not lose heart, for through them,
the Lord will bring great blessings.

God commanded Abraham to leave his
homeland, relatives, and father’s house to go to
Canaan. To enter Canaan, there had to be a
departure and a forsaking. Likewise, those who
have received divine life must also forsake and
leave behind the things of the flesh. However,
just as Abraham initially settled in Haran
instead of immediately proceeding to Canaan,
we often hesitate to abandon the flesh. Yet
Christians must forsake all forms of religious
legalism and spiritual traditions that are apart
from Christ. We must listen to His words alone
and long to be clothed in His perfect nature.

The message of the cross is also about
departure and forsaking. Though Jesus was in
the form of God, He did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped but emptied Himself
and came to this lowly earth, ultimately to die
on the cross. [Philippians 2:6-8 ESV] When Jesus
cried out, “My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?” it signified that both Jesus and all
of us in Him were forsaken on the cross.
[Matthew 27:46 ESV] Yet, it is only from this
position of death that the life of the Lord can
come through His resurrection. We, too, must
leave behind the fallen world, which belongs to
Satan, and the self that has been corrupted by
eating from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil to experience the new life within us.
This is because living as our old selves in this
corrupted world is not where we belong.

God then promises Abraham, “I will make
you into a great nation.” This great nation
includes the Israelites, the redeemed saints,
those who will reign in the millennial kingdom,
and the new heaven and new earth. As God’s
children, we are included in this promise and

—( ctyms gy —{ oy

have become part of this great nation.
Furthermore, God declares, “ will make your
name great,” signifying that Abraham has
become the father of all who have been
redeemed by faith.

The blessing mentioned in today’s
passage is not about fulfilling our earthly
desires but about God giving Himself to us.
The true blessing is that Jesus has come into
us as eternal life and we receive all that God
has created for His children as our
inheritance. Finally, God promises,“l will bless
those who bless you, and whoever curses you,
I will curse” When we meet those who die
daily and live in Christ, we will naturally bless
them and show joyful gratitude. Throughout
history, those who have cursed Israel have
been cursed, while those who have blessed
Israel have been blessed.

The promises that God gave to Abraham
in today’s passage are the very same promises
given to us. We must accept Abraham’s
blessings as our own and confidently believe
that we are recipients of these promises. Just
as God called Abraham, He has called us,
granted us salvation, and given us a new
beginning. If our old life has been replaced by
the life of Jesus, we cannot return to our old
ways—we must walk in this new life. When
trials and hardships arise, stand firm on the
foundation of faith in Christ's death and
resurrection that resolves every issue and
boldly declare,“l am a child of God.” May we
live with a living faith in our Father and
Husband, Jehovah God, glorifying the Lord
and manifesting the living testimony of Jesus
to all people.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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