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Sermon of the Week:
Parting Ways: Following after the Flesh vs. the Spirit

Passage: Genesis 14:11-20
Date: February 9, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

God called Abraham to bless him. When
God said to Abraham, “And | will make of you a
great nation,and | will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing”
[Genesis 12:2 ESV], He was ultimately speaking
of Jesus Christ. The blessing given to Abraham
was the gift of Jesus; everything in Christ
became Abraham’s inheritance. This was God’s
purpose in calling Abraham. Therefore, Lot, as
part of Abraham’s household, should not have
left him. However, Lot, in his pursuit of
increasing his own wealth, separated from
Abraham and went to Sodom—only to face war
breaking out in that land.

The war in Sodom may appear to be a mere
conflict between allied nations—four kings
against five—but in reality, God sovereignly
allowed this war for the sake of His people. He
permitted and orchestrated the battle to rescue
Lot from Sodom. Though Lot had departed from
Abraham and lived while being deceived by the
flesh, God used these circumstances to turn him
back, refocusing his life on the true goal: Jesus.

Lot’s departure from Abraham shows that
he had followed after the flesh: the life
inherited from the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil that desires
independence from God. When God created
man from dirt, He intended for humanity to
express His image. The life that stems from the
tree of knowledge desires independence from
God, whereas the life that stems from the tree
of life desires union with God and oneness with
Him.

Likewise, in the church, those who have
partaken of the fruit of life and received Christ

become one in fellowship. Through this
fellowship, the self-centered identity inherited
from Adam—born from eating of the tree of
knowledge—is gradually broken and Christ fills
our being.A church made up of such individuals
is the true church. As this church matures, the
millennial kingdom is established, ultimately
leading to the new heaven and new earth—the
true kingdom of God.

Abraham, after going down to Egypt, came
to the complete realization that God's true
purpose was for him, and then he returned to
Canaan. This lesson was not only for Abraham
but applies to us as well—God’s true purpose is
for each and every one of us. That is why God
sent His beloved Son into the world, placed all
our sin and death upon Him, and allowed Him
to suffer a wretched death.

After Jesus fulfilled all that was spoken by
God by dying on the cross, He rose again and
ascended into heaven, where He now intercedes
at the right hand of God. Because His redeemed
people live in a world filled with Satan’s
schemes, He continually prays that they may not
stumble. Moreover, the Holy Spirit within us also
intercedes for us with deep groanings. It is
through the prayers of both Christ and the Spirit
that we are able to walk in faith.

Even in the story of the war, we see the
work of intercession. The man who escaped
from battle did not seek his own survival but
ran to Abraham and informed him that Lot had
been taken captive. This, too, is the result of
Christ’s and the Holy Spirit’s intercession. Upon
hearing the news, Abraham took 318 trained
men born in his household and set out to battle
against the formidable armies of the four kings.
From a human perspective, such a mission was
impossible, yet Abraham moved forward in
absolute faith in the Almighty Lord. With his
small band, he utterly defeated the armies of
the four kings, rescued Lot, and recovered all of
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the plunder. This kind of faith—one that
surpasses human strength—comes only from
Christ. It is in Christ that we overcome the
world, and this is the position given to the
church and to individual believers today.

To be called by God and to live by faith
means to embrace the death and resurrection
of Christ. It means that we have died with
Him on the cross and that the resurrected
Christ has come to dwell within us as our
Lord. Believing in His death and resurrection
means that our old self has ended and that
Christ is now our true Master.

When Abraham returned victorious,
Melchizedek—the King of Salem and the King
of Peace—came to meet him. There are two
kinds of high priests: the Aaronic priesthood,
which mediates for sinners and cleanses
them from sin, and the Melchizedek
priesthood, which ministers to those who
have already embraced the death and
resurrection of Christ, offering them bread
and wine. The high priest after the order of
Melchizedek is none other than Christ, who
now sits at the right hand of God’s throne.
Even today, He supplies bread and wine to
those who walk in the victory of the cross.

As we examine our faith today, we must
ask ourselves: are we like Lot, following the
flesh and pursuing the things that are
pleasing to the eyes? Or are we like Abraham,
fighting and overcoming through faith? Each
day, we must battle against the four kings
within us—the thoughts, judgments, feelings,
and emotions that arise from the flesh. If we
fight and overcome, God will fill us with the
abundance of heaven. May the blessing of
Abraham become our blessing today.

Please scan the QR code with
your phone’s camera for the link
to the YouTube video of the full
sermon.
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