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Sermon of the Week:
The Assurance of the Promise to Abraham: Jesus Christ

Passage: Genesis 15:1-9
Date: February 16, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

When Jesus died on the cross and rose
again, He brought salvation to our entire
being—spirit, soul, and body. The moment we
believe this truth, our spirit is saved and we are
born again through the Holy Spirit. This Holy
Spirit does not dwell only in our spirit, but
wants to occupy our soul, body,and every aspect
of our lives. When our soul submits to the rule
of the spirit, we can overcome the hardships in
life with bold faith. However, when we are
captive to the thoughts of the flesh, doubt and
fear take hold. This is why, in today’s passage,
Abraham—despite his victory in battle—feared
that the armies of the four defeated kings might
return to attack him. A soul that relies on the
flesh rather than the spirit is what James refers
to as being “double-minded.”

At that moment, God appeared to Abraham
and said, “Fear not,Abram, | am your shield; your
reward shall be very great” [Genesis 15:1]. When
God declared Himself as Abraham’s shield, He
was not only addressing spiritual matters but
also every physical concern. Therefore, when we
face difficulties, we must not try to resolve them
by our own efforts but instead entrust them to
the Lord who dwells within us. Such surrender
is true repentance. When our soul enters into
the spirit, we find rest and satisfaction there.

God did not call Abraham righteous when
He gave him many blessings. However, when
Abraham believed in the Lord’s promise to give
him a son, God credited it to him as
righteousness. Later, when Abraham was a
hundred years old, who was as good as dead
and was far beyond any natural ability to bear a
child—God fulfilled His promise by giving him
Isaac. Just as God called Abraham in order to

give him Isaac, so, too, has He called us today for
the purpose of giving us His Son, Jesus.

God’s promise to Abraham of giving him
Isaac—who represents His very presence
entering into Abraham—was an act of grace. As
the Apostle Paul said, “By the grace of God | am
what | am”[1 Corinthians 15:10], it is also grace
when Jesus comes to dwell within us. People
seek after blessings, but what we should truly
desire is for God Himself to come and dwell in
us. Worldly blessings are temporary, but when
Jesus—who died and rose again for us—comes
into our hearts as our Lord, He becomes our life
and our everything.

God’s purpose in calling Abraham was not
only to give him a son but also to grant him an
inheritance of land. Satan, having corrupted the
world, now rules over it and enslaves humanity
under sin and death through the fruit of the tree
of knowledge of good and evil. The essence of
this satanic rule resided in the land of Canaan.
The reason God saved the people of Israel was
so that they could enter Canaan and destroy the
seven nations dwelling there. Likewise, we must
destroy Satan, who is the ruler of the world and
has entered people, through the cross. Just as
the Israelites were called to completely conquer
the land of Canaan, so we are also called to
utterly subdue Satan’s dominion in our lives.

When Abraham asked God for a sign that
he would inherit the land, God responded,
“Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat
three years old, a ram three years old, a
turtledove, and a young pigeon” [Genesis 15:9].
These were offerings for a peace offering, a sin
offering, and a burnt offering. The peace
offering signifies reconciliation with God, the
sin offering represents the forgiveness of all
inborn sin, and the burnt offering symbolizes a
life wholly surrendered to God. These three
sacrifices all point to Jesus Christ. God was
instructing Abraham to offer up Jesus, the true
sacrifice. To offer a sacrifice means that the
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offerer and the sacrifice are united as one. Our
sins were transferred onto Jesus, the ultimate
sacrifice, and through His death, all our sins
were atoned for.

The peace offering, sin offering, and burnt
offering represent the death of Jesus on the
cross. Meanwhile, the turtledove and young
pigeon were not slain but released,
symbolizing resurrection. In other words, God’s
ultimate answer to Abraham is the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. His death and
resurrection are our very life. The expansion of
this resurrected life is the church, which
becomes the new land—the true Canaan. In
this place, Satan is defeated, the world comes
to an end, and the self-centered existence of “I”
disappears—giving way to the establishment
of God’s temple.

As those born again through the Lamb,
Jesus Christ, our old self is gradually dealt with
in the wilderness, leading up to the final
crossing of the Jordan River. This river
represents the river of death, and crossing it
signifies entering into the promised land of
Canaan.

Now, a church that is perfect in the sight of
God has been established. From a human
perspective, the church may seem full of
jealousy, division, and personal preferences.
However, in God’s eyes, it is the perfect body of
Christ. Therefore, we must not trust in our own
emotions, feelings, thoughts, or judgments, as
they are merely deceptions of the flesh. Instead,
we must place our faith in the perfect work of
salvation—that Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
became man, died in our place, and rose again.
May we become a church that expresses this
salvation in faith believing in this finished
work on the cross.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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