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Sermon of the Week:
Led by the Cloud, Sustained by the Spirit: The Wilderness Journey

Passage: Numbers 9:15-23
Date: February 23, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

After the Israelites were saved by the blood
of the Passover lamb, they journeyed through
the wilderness for 40 years. During this time,
God commanded them to build the tabernacle.
Today’s passage describes how God led,
protected, and watched over His people through
the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by
night, once the tabernacle was erected.

The wilderness is a place where cultivation
is impossible and where no human effort can
provide sustenance. Through this wilderness
journey, God revealed to the Israelites that
human beings are powerless and can do
nothing on their own. At the same time, He
revealed that He is the almighty Creator who is
everything to His people and can do all things.
Therefore, the wilderness experience is
essential for those who have been saved by the
life of heaven.

This wilderness represents the world we
live in today. No human knowledge, culture, or
worldly pursuit can lead us to true life. The
world offers only suffering because it is under
the rule of Satan. This is why King Solomon-—
after experiencing all the wealth and pleasures
of the world—declared, “What does man gain by
all the toil at which he toils under the sun?”
[Ecclesiastes 1:3 ESV].

Yet, despite this, we are deceived by the
world. We love it, pursue its desires, and spend
our lives striving for its fleeting rewards. The
Bible tells us that humans were created in the
image and likeness of God, meant to manifest
Him. But when Adam and Eve believed the
serpent’s lie that "you will be like God," they
became manifestations of Satan—enslaved to
sin and death. The apostle Paul lamented in

Romans that we are captives to sin—desiring to
do good but continually committing evil—to the
point where he cried out in Romans 7:24,"Who
will rescue me from this body of death?"Even in
this sinful world, our one and only hope is the
opportunity to meet Jesus and receive His life.

In today’s passage, once the tabernacle was
built, the pillar of cloud and fire became Israel’s
guide, protector, and the object of their
obedience. Their very survival depended on
following this cloud. The tabernacle was God’s
dwelling place—His temple and house. The
temple was a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ,
who is the Word made flesh and dwelled among
us. Jesus Christ came into the world, died, and
was resurrected, and we who believe in Him are
the temple, that is, the church.

The day the tabernacle was set up was a day
of great significance. It symbolized the coming of
Jesus Christ as the true temple, in whom God’s
presence dwelled.Jesus,who became the temple,
died and was resurrected, and we who believe in
Him become the temple, and God dwells in us.
Therefore, the establishment of the tabernacle
signifies the birth of the church and the day we
are born again through the life of God and
receive salvation.

When the tabernacle was raised, the glory
of God appeared as the pillar of cloud and fire.
As John 1:14 declares, “The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we have seen His
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.” This glory is revealed
when Christ, having died and resurrected,
establishes His church. Here, grace signifies the
coming of the Holy Spirit; God’s Spirit entering
into man is grace. Truth refers to the Word,
which leads and protects us eternally. These
two—Spirit and truth—serve as our guides
throughout life, just as the pillar of cloud and
the pillar of fire led Israel.

Clouds remain in the sky, but when they
descend, they become rain—bringing life to all
living things. Likewise, Christ came down from
heaven, and through His death and resurrection,
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He became our eternal life and truth. He is
our everlasting protector and guide. The
cloud that descended became the life-giving
rain, just as Jesus came to earth and became
the living water, our eternal life, and our all-
in-all.

Jesus said in Matthew, “Do not be
anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat? or ‘What
shall we drink?’ ... But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness” [Matthew 6:31-
33 ESV]. To seek His kingdom and
righteousness means to receive His life.
Though we are full of anxiety, worry, and fear,
believing that we are in control, we are in fact
powerless beings who doubt God's work and
manifest Satan's nature. The cross calls us to
put to death this Satan-embodied self.
Through Jesus' crucifixion, the worries and
anxieties that arise from Satan’s influence
within us are put to death.

However, this “dying to the self” is not
achieved by our own efforts. It is
accomplished by receiving the life of the One
who has already died and resurrected. As His
life grows within us, our old self is gradually
put to death. Therefore, may we cast all our
anxieties upon Him and live a blessed life, led
by the grace and truth of Christ, who dwells
within us.

This death is not something we
accomplish by our own strength, but by
receiving the life of Jesus, who has already
died on the cross and resurrected. The power
to put our old self to death is found in His life.
As the life of the Lord grows more abundant
in us, our old self is increasingly given over to
death. Thus, may we cast all our worries and
burdens upon Him and live a blessed life, led
by the Lord who dwells within us in grace and
truth.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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- Cambodia (TASSEL) - Joji Tatsugi
> Indonesia - 3 missionary couples:
a. Ruth and Austin Kuklenski
b. Josiah and Sophie Glesener
c. Michael and Morgan LeBlanc
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