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Sermon of the Week:
Slaves or Sons? Living in the Freedom of Christ

Passage: Genesis 16:1-6
Date: March 2,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

There are two covenants between God and
humanity: the covenant of the law and the
covenant of promise. The covenant of the law is
a bilateral agreement, where blessings are given
for obedience and punishment for disobedience.
In contrast, the covenant of promise is God's
unilateral commitment to fulfill His word
regardless of whether a person is sinful or
righteous. The story of Sarah, Abraham’s wife,
and Hagar, her servant, is an illustration of these
two covenants. Among Abraham’s two sons, one
was born of the slave woman according to the
flesh (the law), while the other was born of the
free woman through the promise.

God gave humanity free will and warned
that eating from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil would surely lead to death.
However, by listening to Satan and eating the
forbidden fruit, sin and death immediately
entered humanity. From that moment on, people
were born into the world as beings destined for
death, with no other path than the grave. This is
why Scripture describes human life—from birth
to the grave—is filled with dead works. Yet, in
the midst of this hopeless existence, there is
good news: the time we have on earth is an
opportunity to hear the gospel of the cross,
receive salvation, and gain eternal life.

For those who have turned away from God
and made themselves into false gods, laws are
necessary to regulate and control one another.
Since each person desires to be their own
master while being bound by the law, life in this
world becomes a relentless struggle filled with

competition and tension.

The Israelites are also God’s people, but
before faith came, they were bound by the law
and faced the difficulty of trying to keep the law.
Living under the law was burdensome because,
although they desired to obey it, they were
unable to do so0.As a result, they lived in constant
condemnation and suffering, revealing their

sinful nature and unworthiness before God.

As long as people live under the law, they
experience toil, hardship, and anxiety. The only
place where true rest can be found is in the
relationship between parent and child. Parents
do not hold their children’s mistakes against
them but forgive them unconditionally. This is
because the parent-child relationship is based
on blood, not on legal contracts. It is not a law-
unconditional

based

relationship but an
covenant of promise.

In Genesis 12:2-3, God called Abraham to
give him a promise, declaring, “l will make you
into a great nation, | will bless you and make
your name great, and | will bless those who
bless you and curse those who curse you.” The
ultimate purpose behind God’s calling of
Abraham was to give him a Son—Jesus Christ.
Similarly, our heavenly Father has called us out
of the burdensome legal system of this world in

order to give us Jesus Christ.

To believe in Jesus means that we have
become one with Him, making what is His our
own. His blood has washed away our sins, His
death is our death, and His resurrection is our
resurrection. As Galatians 3:7 states, “Know then
that it is those of faith who are the sons of
Abraham.” Therefore, those who believe in Jesus
are Abraham’s descendants and inherit the
same blessings that were promised to him.

The apostle Paul illustrated the believer’s
freedom by referring to the two women and
their two sons [Galatians 4:22-2]. Those under
His promise live in true freedom because His
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promise is not dependent on human efforts
and they are not burdened by trying to keep
the promises which are made by God. Sarah is
called “the free woman” because she bore a
son by promise, not by human efforts or
works. The fulfillment of the promise was
entirely God’s doing, separate from Sarah’s
own actions or abilities.

God has called us to become a new
creation through Christ. Our old, sinful selves
were put to an end at the cross, and through
Jesus, we have been made into God's people.
This was God’s promise to Abraham’s
descendants, and He fulfilled it through Jesus
Christ. By dying and resurrecting with Him, we
have triumphed and been made into a new
creation in Christ. We must hold firmly to this
promise.

Faith is acknowledging that we have
become a new creation in Christ and praising
Him for it. Our old selves, having eaten from
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, have
become embodiments of Satan, making our
emotions and feelings unreliable and
deceptive. We must not trust or follow these
false selves but deny them. This is why Paul
declared, “| die daily” Each time we deny
ourselves, the Lord’s life overflows from
within us.

Today, we no longer live under the
covenant of the law but under the covenant
of promise. May we reject everything that
arises from the flesh and the worldly
thoughts that are shaped by Satan’s influence.
Instead, may we acknowledge and receive
only the Word of God, overflowing with His
blessings.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.

@ +82 02-2293-4421
@@ http://samsungch.or.kr
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