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Sermon of the Week:
El Shaddai: Trusting in the Almighty God

Passage: Genesis 17:1-16
Date: March 9, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

God desired to reveal and express
Himself through human beings, who were
created in His image and likeness. To fulfill
this purpose, He called Abraham and blessed
him, saying, "l will make of you a great
nation...and in you all families of the earth
shall be blessed” [Genesis 12:2-3 ESV]. This
era of calling signifies the age of faith,
where nothing is required of us except to
trust in what God has already accomplished
on our behalf.

Humanity, having eaten from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, became
entirely corrupted by sin and death,
embodying Satan himself. Therefore, all that
is good and evil that originates from
humanity is cursed and unacceptable before
God. In response, God sent Jesus, the new
Adam, to take upon Himself all that had been
corrupted by Satan, to die on the cross, and to
be resurrected, thereby creating a new
humanity. Faith is accepting and relying on
this truth. God called Abraham to grant him
what had already been completed through
this new creation, and those who share this
faith are considered Abraham’s descendants.

When God commanded Abraham to
leave his homeland, his relatives, and his
father's house to go to Canaan, Abraham
hesitated and initially tried to fulfill this
command by his own efforts. In Genesis 17,
God teaches an important lesson to Abraham
through this experience.

In this passage, God reveals Himself to

Abraham as El Shaddai, the Almighty God. El
Shaddai means "the God who is abundant in
milk," the God who makes all things perfect,
the God whom we can eat and drink.The Lord
is the abundant God who not only redeemed
our sins, but also became one with us,
became our father and husband, and became
our life. This is why Jesus said, "eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood” [John
6:53 ESV]. Just as a person grows by eating
and drinking, when we partake of Jesus' flesh
and blood, Christ grows within us, and His
image is formed within us.

When God told Abraham, "l am Almighty
God; walk before Me and be blameless," He
was not saying that Abraham should become
perfect by his own actions. Rather, He was
declaring that true perfection comes from
receiving and partaking in what God has done.

The words that come from God's mouth
will be fulfilled by Him within us. We cannot
keep God's Word by our own efforts. Only
when God Himself enters into us, who are the
vessels made in His image and likeness, can
we become truly complete. Abraham, striving
to fulfill God's promise through his own
efforts, produced Ishmael through the flesh.
Because of this, God did not appear to
Abraham again until he reached the age of
100—an age at which it was physically
impossible for him to have a child. Likewise,
God works in us when we realize, like Abraham,
that we cannot fulfill His promises by our own
strength. It is when we acknowledge our
complete helplessness, having been spiritually
dead since eating from the tree of knowledge,
that the Lord intervenes.

God changed Abraham’s name, signifying
a transformation of his character. His original
name, Abram, meant "exalted father," but his
new name, Abraham, means "father of many
nations." While humans naturally desire to

exalt themselves, God desires for us to
become fathers of many. The desire to
elevate oneself stems from fallen human
nature. True creation happens when our
self-centered nature dies, allowing us to be
expanded outward. A single brick, no
matter how polished, is useless on its own.
But when joined with many others, it
becomes a precious part of a building. In
the same way, God desires to build His
church.

After changing Abraham’s name, God
confirmed His covenant through the act of
circumcision. Circumcision represents the
removal of the flesh—the old self—and
foreshadows the baptism of the New
Testament era. Thus putting off the
physical body of the flesh symbolically
points to the resurrection that follows
death. Religious efforts—striving to keep
the law and attain holiness by human
effort—must be abandoned. Instead of
trying to become holy, we must believe
that we have already been made holy
through Christ. The self that struggles to
attain holiness must be put to death on the
cross. The part of us that tries to do good
must die so that God's life can flow
through us. When our self-centered nature
dies, the life of Christ within us, through
the Holy Spirit, begins to work. This life
leads to fellowship, unity, and the
outworking of divine love.

The only object of true faith is the
reality that Jesus accomplished everything
through His death and resurrection on the
cross. May the truth of God's promise to
Abraham be revealed to us all, bringing
about His perfecting work in our lives.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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- Cambodia (TASSEL) - Joji Tatsugi
> Indonesia - 3 missionary couples:
a. Ruth and Austin Kuklenski
b. Josiah and Sophie Glesener
c. Michael and Morgan LeBlanc
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