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Sermon of the Week:
The Church: God’s Dwelling Place and Our True Purpose
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God created all things in the universe
for man, and He created man for the church,
the temple where He resides. Man—the
vessel that can contain God's love and is the
image and form that can express God—is the
church. When God delivered the people of
Israel from Egypt, His ultimate purpose was
to establish a dwelling place for Himself—
the temple.

Likewise, when God sent His only
begotten Son,Jesus, into the world, it was for
the building of the church. Jesus is the
expression of the invisible God, and the
church is the expression of Jesus Christ. Just
as a grain of wheat falls to the ground, dies,
and bears much fruit, the church is the
bountiful fruit resulting from Jesus’ death
and resurrection (John 12:24). Through His
death, many sons have been brought forth,
and through them, the gospel is proclaimed
to the ends of the earth.

As it is written, “the church, which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all”
is the body of Christ, with Jesus as its head
[Ephesians 1:23, ESV]. God, who created the
universe, sent His Son, and the expansion of
the Son is the church. God perfects and
brings fullness to all things through the
church.

The church is a new being in which Jews
and Gentiles become one. Through His death
and resurrection, Jesus has reconciled them,
uniting them in Himself. The very Jesus
whom the Jews rejected has now become
the cornerstone where Jews and Gentiles

meet. Furthermore, the church is the family
of God and the army of Christ. Through Jesus’
death and resurrection, many sons have
been raised up, and these sons—as the true
church—carry out the very works that Jesus
did throughout the world.

The purpose of humanity’s creation was
to be conformed to the image and likeness
of God in order to become His temple, the
church. Yet, what is the goal of our lives
today? Born into this world as those already
dead in sin,we are, by nature, headed toward
the grave. The longer we live in this world,
the more we are burdened with sin and
death.

Thus, Solomon declares in Ecclesiastes,
“Vanity of vanities! What does man gain by
all the toil at which he toils under the sun?”,
speaking of the futility of everything in the
world and the misery of human existence
[Ecclesiastes 1:2-3, ESV]. Health, happiness,
success, and wealth cannot be the purpose
of our lives. Even if we gain them all, they
cannot save us from tragedy.

For 40 years in the wilderness, the
people of Israel lacked nothing because God
was with them. Though they had no means
to sustain themselves, they lived because
the temple, the dwelling place of God, was
among them. Their survival in the
wilderness for 40 vyears was possible
because of the presence of God within the
temple. This was to teach us that “man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God”
[Matthew 4:4, ESV]. That was why God
allowed them to journey through the
wilderness for 40 years.

Today, we, too, are walking through the
wilderness. And in this journey, God has
given us the new life of His Spirit so that we
may be navigated by His word. It is a
blessing when we follow wherever His Spirit

leads us. People believe that fulfilling
their own desires is the greatest blessing,
but when the desires of a cursed life are
fulfilled, it only leads to destruction and
eternal death. Only by participating in the
death of Jesus on the cross—by putting
our old selves and our own wills to
death—can Christ, who dwells in us, truly
live as our Lord within us.

What God has spoken, He will surely
fulfill within us. The Lord desires that, as
we hold onto His promises and walk in
obedience, the Holy Spirit will manifest
His word in and through our lives. The
greatest weapon we possess is the daily
death of self. As Paul declared,“| die every
day”; this is the path to victory [1
Corinthians 15:31, ESV]. This is the path of
life that reveals Christ.

Jesus has already accomplished
everything. When He shed His blood and
rose again, all was fulfilled. Therefore, we
must believe in this truth, walk in the
freedom He has given, and manifest that
freedom in our lives.

God’s word is absolute. If we simply
receive and accept the word of God that
says, “My words are spirit and life”, this
word will work within us in miraculous
ways, bringing amazing transformation.
May the Lord who dwells within us be
revealed through our words, our thoughts,
our voices, and even our material
resources. Regardless of the
circumstances we face, may our lives be
filled with the reality of Christ reigning as
Lord within us.

Please scan the QR code
- with your phone’s camera
=it -%7. for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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