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Sermon of the Week:
The God Who Came as a Man

Passage: Genesis 18:1-10
Date: March 23,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

In today’s passage, God appears in
human form to Abraham, foreshadowing the
incarnation of Jesus Christ. The purpose of
Christ’s coming was not to judge us but to
take upon Himself our sin, death, and curse,
fully identifying with us so that we might be
set free and receive eternal salvation. The
grace of God is revealed through His coming
as a man, where He bore all things upon the
cross and entered into us as life itself.

If we only see God as the great Creator of
the universe, we may perceive Him as a
distant and terrifying God whom sinners dare
not approach. However, when we know Him
as the God of grace who is our true life, we
will praise Him, thank Him, and live with faith
in Him. Though we are sinners who still
commit sins, God embraced us, put our old
self to death on the cross, resurrected, and
made us into a new creation. Because of this,
we can boldly declare,“l am righteous,” not by
our works but only by faith in what He has
accomplished.

God’s appearance to Abraham in human
form signifies the era of faith, as a
foreshadowing of when God would take on
flesh and come into the world. His death and
resurrection cleansed us, and when we come
to believe this truth, the Holy Spirit enters us;
this is grace.

Sometimes we seek evidence of faith
through the flesh or complain that we cannot
feel the fact that Jesus is within us. But Jesus
said, “The wind blows where it wishes, and

you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit”
[John 3:8,ESV].Just as we hear the wind, the
truth—that Jesus became us, died, and rose
again—can be heard within us and we will
come to believe it. This is the evidence of
the Spirit’s work.

Abraham's hospitality toward God while
He was in human form was, in essence,
directed at Jesus Christ. He honored the Lord
as the Son of God and served Him with deep
reverence. He offered water to wash His feet,
which reflects the heart of repentance, much
like Mary who wet Jesus’ feet with her tears
and wiped them with her hair. The
significance of this, for those already fully
cleansed through salvation, is that we wash
one another’s feet—which gets affected by
the dust of this world—when we fellowship
in the Word and life.

When Abraham said, ‘rest here,” it points
to the completed work of Christ. God now
rests because Jesus fulfilled the work of
redemption through His death and
resurrection. Abraham also invited the Lord
to eat, saying, “Eat some bread so that you
may be refreshed.” This symbolizes Jesus as
the bread of life—the only food that is
acceptable to God. Jesus alone is the true
sustenance for both God and man. Just as
Jesus said, “Whoever feeds on my flesh and
drinks my blood has eternal life,” He is the
only bread that gives eternal life [John 6:54,
ESV]. Furthermore, when we live by His life,
what is revealed through us becomes the
bread that God receives.

Abraham was able to serve his heavenly
guests with such reverence because of the
transformation of his nature. God changed
Abram’s name and circumcised him,
symbolizing the shedding of his old self to
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death. He lived at the door of his tent
which symbolizes a life detached from the
world, because he recognized that this
earth was not his permanent home.
Instead, he lived as a sojourner, setting his
hope on the eternal kingdom.

God appeared to such a man and
shared fellowship with him, revealing His
plans of what's to come (Genesis 18:17).
God blessed Abraham’s household and
made him an intercessor, informing him of
the coming judgment upon Sodom and
Gomorrah.

Jesus came into the world as the
ultimate intercessor, and when He dwells
in our hearts, we, too, are called to be
intercessors. As we grow in spiritual
maturity, our prayers shift from personal
needs to the concerns of the church and
the salvation of souls. The role of
spiritually mature believers is to become
the royal priesthood.

God desires for His will to be
manifested through us. We are new
creations in Christ. We must not strive to
become holy by our own efforts but
recognize that we, as the children of God,
are already made holy in Jesus. When we
move according to the Spirit, Christ
naturally flows from within us.

Even when doubts, anxieties, or fears
arise, we must declare by faith: “I am
righteous because Jesus became one of us,
died, and resurrected.” May our lives be a
living testimony of this truth, reflecting the
glory of our Lord.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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