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Sermon of the Week:
The Era of Faith and the Risen Christ

Passage: Matthew 28:1-4 (ESV)
Date: April 20,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Today’s passage describes the moment
when Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
visited Jesus’ tomb at dawn on the first day
after the Sabbath and became the first to
encounter the risen Lord. This marks the
beginning of the new creation. What is
striking here is that the first person to meet
the resurrected Jesus was not a religious
leader, a scholar, or someone with power, but
Mary Magdalene, a woman who had once
been possessed by seven demons and had
lived in utter despair. Though she had lived a
life cursed by being held captive to Satan,
Mary Magdalene had now become a new
person, filled with Christ.

The risen Lord said to Mary Magdalene,
“Do not be afraid,” and instructed her,“Go and
tell my brothers that | am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.” Before His resurrection, Jesus was the
only begotten Son of God; but now, as the
firstborn from the dead, He calls us His
brothers and refers to God as “your Father”
Through His death on the cross and
resurrection, He has made us children of God
and we now belong to Christ. This is the truth
He reveals to us.

The world in the Old Testament was a
male-centered era. But with the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, a new era of
creation began, spiritually speaking, it is the
‘era of the woman,” because the Church has
become the Bride of Christ. In this new era,
we are called to embody three characteristics

of womanhood: the heart of a widow, the
heart of a wife, and the heart of a virgin.

First, the heart of a widow holds a deep,
sorrowful resentment and demands justice
for the blood of her husband Jesus. It is a
missionary spirit that proclaims with fire,
“Believe in the blood of Jesus, whom you
crucified!” Second, we are the Bride of Christ,
who has come to us by the Spirit. We must
not approach the Word of truth with
intellectual scrutiny alone, but receive it as
the bread of life from God, with a heart that
fully submits to the Spirit. Third, we must be
like virgins preparing for the return of the
Bridegroom, Jesus. Like the five wise virgins
who had ample oil in their lamps, we must be
filled with the Holy Spirit,adorning ourselves
and preparing our hearts and bodies for His
coming.

This “era of the woman”is an era of faith,
not one of striving or earning, as under the
law. The Lord has already accomplished
everything, and we are called to believe and
enjoy it. When we hear messages like the one
about embodying these three aspects of
womanhood, we must not say, “I'm not ready,’
or “I'm not like that,” and thereby limit God's
work. Instead, we should pray, “Lord, let it be
to me according to Your Word. Give me the
fullness of the Spirit to prepare for Your
coming.” If we hold this desire in prayer, the
Lord will fulfill His Word in us through the
Holy Spirit.

Repentance, too, is not a difficult thing.
We often think repentance means confessing
every single wrong I've committed, and so it
feels burdensome. But true repentance,
according to the Bible, is realizing that we
have lived as our own masters, apart from
God, and believing that Jesus has crucified
that old self on the cross. It is confessing,
“Now, Jesus must be the Lord of my life.” Even

if rebellious thoughts still linger within us,
we must accept by faith the truth that God
has made us His children.As we agree with
His Word and pray for it to be fulfilled in
our lives, God will surely act.

In verse 16, the risen Jesus meets His
disciples on a mountain in Galilee. A
mountain, while the highest place on
earth, is also the lowest place in heaven. It
is the meeting point where the Word of
God descends from heaven and is
proclaimed to the earth. This encounter
shows that believers are called to live not
by the flesh but by the Spirit, governed by
the life of heaven. Those who are born
again now belong not to the physical,
material world, but to the “second-floor
realm’, the spiritual realm of faith, where
all things have already been fulfilled. So
even when we face problems in this world,
we do not struggle to solve them
ourselves. Rather, we live by the faith that
“the Lord has already finished it all”

Finally, in verse 18, Jesus declares, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me.” This means He has given His
authority to us, who died and rose with
Him. When He commands, “Go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit,” He is calling us to bring
the truth and reality of the cross—the
finished work—to all people.

Jesus promised to be with us until the
end of the age. May we all receive and live
out the Word given to us through His
resurrection. May the Word become the
reality in our lives and through our lives.

" Please scan the QR code
Wit with your phone’s camera
i for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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