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Sermon of the Week:
Saved Yet Ashamed: The Tragic End of Lot’s Passive Faith

Passage: Genesis 19:1-8 (ESV)
Date: April 27,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

This passage, which recounts the story of
Abraham and his nephew Lot, serves as a
solemn warning to believers. Lot had
followed Abraham, who had received God’s
calling, as they left their homeland in Ur of
the Chaldeans and arrived in Canaan. Under
Abraham’s faith, Lot became materially
prosperous, but eventually, he chose worldly
gain and parted ways with Abraham. In doing
so, he left his place of faith. Though both
Abraham and Lot started from the same
point—as those who received salvation—
their life’s final destinations were vastly
different.

The first difference is revealed through
the location where each man was seated.
Abraham sat at the entrance of his tent, while
Lot sat at the gate of Sodom. This detail
reflects their spiritual state. By dwelling in
tents and sitting at the tent’s entrance,
Abraham showed that he did not consider
this world his final home but lived as a
sojourner, seeking the kingdom of heaven.
Those who are born again belong to heaven
and live to fulfill God’s will on earth. Lot, on
the other hand, sat at Sodom’s gate,
representing how he had become a
recognized authority in that corrupt city. He
regarded the world not as a temporary place
to pass through, but as a place to settle, build,
and accumulate worldly success.

Second, when Abraham welcomed the
angels, they stayed with him and gave him
the promise of a son—a covenantal blessing.

But in comparison, when the same angels
came to Lot, they initially refused his
hospitality and said they would spend the
night in the open square, highlighting the
spiritual distance between Lot and the Lord.

Third, God established Abraham as an
intercessor. God revealed Himself to Abraham,
fellowshipped with him, and spoke to him of
important truths such as the destruction of
Sodom. However, even though Lot welcomed
the angels into his home, he became
surrounded by the men of Sodom who sought
to commit wicked acts, and he was driven to
the desperate point of offering his own
daughters. This shows that Lot had come to
live a life tainted by the sins of Sodom.

In the end, Abraham was not concerned
with owning a lot of things in the world but
became a man who deeply examined his
identity in God. What we try to display
outwardly in the world—our possessions or
achievements—is not our true self. Our true
identity,as God’s children, is this:“l am a child
of God in whom the life of Jesus dwells.” This
became Abraham’s sole purpose in life.
Abraham valued God's blessing above
anything else in the world, more than
circumstances, wealth or his surroundings.
Therefore, he was able to tell Lot,“If you go to
the left, | will go to the right,” because he had
a faith that always chose God above all else.

Moreover, Abraham lived in the presence
of God and faithfully fulfilled his calling to
intercede, always concerned with saving
souls. Lot, however, as described in 1
Corinthians 3:15, was saved “as through
fire"—a shameful salvation without reward.
His descendants became the enemies of
Israel: the Moabites and the Ammonites.

Though Lot was saved like Abraham, his
end was shameful because his faith
remained passive from beginning to end. He

only walked in faith when under Abraham’s
influence and never developed a deep,
personal relationship with God. Passive
faith does not earnestly seek the Lord and,
when faced with a choice between the
spiritual and the material, always chooses
the material. In contrast, those with active
faith yearn for a deep relationship with
God, and God is eager to reveal Himself to
such people. To those who seek Him with
all their heart, He manifests Himself and
works powerfully through the Holy Spirit.

If we have been saved, we must put to
death the hidden self—the soul. Unless the
soul dies through the Spirit, we, too, will
end up with a passive faith like Lot. The
true battle is not outside of us; it is within.
We must not waste time worrying over
worldly matters and trying to resolve them
by our own efforts; instead, we must
devote our entire lives to the battle of
putting our soul to death.

We are now living in the last days, like
the days of Sodom’s fiery judgment. In this
time, we must have active faith, be
continually sanctified, and prepare to meet
the Lord. We should take to heart the
warnings given through the work of the
Holy Spirit and live a life where our spirit,
soul, and body are governed under God’s
Word. As it is written in the Bible, “The
kingdom of heaven suffers violence,” we
must actively go forth and claim what the
Lord has already accomplished on the
cross. Do not be deceived by the devil’s
words; rather, let us be believers who
prepare our faith by rejoicing and holding
onto hope in the Lord.

Please scan the QR code
with your phone’s camera
for the link to the YouTube
video of the full sermon.
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