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Sermon of the Week:

A Parent’s True Legacy: Christ Formed in You

Passage: Ephesians 6:1-3 (ESV)
Date: May 11,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The family and the Church are the only
two living entities that God has established
on this earth. Both are formed by those who
have been born again through the blood of
Jesus Christ. Yet today, Satan works relentlessly
to reduce the Church to a mere institution and
to destroy the family. As distorted values and
practices—such as same-sex marriage—creep
into households, the original design of the
family, as created by God, is increasingly
undermined. In this present time, we must
seek our answers not from the world, but
from the Word of God.

God says to children, “Obey your parents
in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father
and mother” [Ephesians 6:1-2]. In this world,
there is no love more unconditional than that
of parents. A parent’s love is not based on
merit and is deeply sacrificial. This is a
reflection of the love God showed us when
He gave His only Son, Jesus Christ, thereby
granting us eternal life. The ones who love us
most in this world are our parents. The
relationship between parent and child is a
mysterious and sacred channel through
which God can pour Himself into the next
generation.

In addition, children must not allow their
parents to pass from this life without coming
to know the redeeming grace of Christ. For
this, we must pray for our parents and
understand the limitations of their aging
bodies. As they grow old, their vision may dim,
their hearing may fade, and their ability to
make judgments may slow—this is a natural

part of life. But we should never point fingers
saying they are “losing their mind” or
“becoming senile” The world views aging as
becoming useless and that life loses its
purpose so it feels like we are living in vain.
However, when the Bible says “You shall not
take the name of the Lord your God in vain,”
it describes a vain life as living without
reverence for God, without the Holy Spirit.
True vanity is not getting old, but living
without God.

On the other hand, parents must not be
shaken by their circumstances, regardless of
how their children treat them. Our life is in
Christ. We must be deeply connected with
Him and follow His leading. Our destiny,
health, future, and all that we are belong to
Jesus Christ. Even if we are born again, as
long as the soul remains alive, we still try to
live as our own master and resist His
guidance. But the cross is not merely a
historical event where Jesus died for us—it is
the place where we died with Him. Unless we
regard ourselves as crucified, we end up
using Jesus instead of surrendering to Him.
But when our old selves die, Christ's heavenly
life begins to live through us.

Jesus is now our life and our Lord. Even if
our own children mistreat us, that is not what
defines us. The One who died and resurrected
for us now reigns within us. The truly blessed
life is the one that listens to Him and follows
His leading. As our souls are being saved, the
Lord who dwells in our spirit says to us:
entrust to Me your health, your life, your
circumstances—all of it. Jesus has purchased
us with His blood; we now belong to Him.
Our old selves—who once insisted on ruling
over everything in our lives—were crucified.
Now, Christ reigns in us. Every issue,
therefore, belongs to Him. We must entrust
all things to Him.

When we enter into death,Jesus becomes

the new Lord of our lives and leads every
step of our journey. To follow His lead is our
only true hope.

As believers in Jesus Christ, we must
clearly understand our identity. In John 1, it
says that those who believe in Christ were
“born not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” We
are no longer of earthly lineage, but have
been born again of divine life—we are
citizens of heaven. 1 Corinthians 1:30 tells
us, “because of Him you are in Christ Jesus,
who became to us wisdom from God,
righteousness and sanctification and
redemption”. This is our true identity. We
are not striving to become holy—we have
already been made holy by Christ. We do
not become holy by our efforts or by
desperately praying toward a goal. The
moment we die to ourselves, Christ’s life
flows naturally through us. It is entirely by
grace and has nothing to do with us.

Even if our faith feels weak, the very
desire to believe the Word comes from the
Holy Spirit dwelling within us. As we grow
in faith by putting to death the deeds of
the body by the Spirit, our awareness of the
Lord’s presence deepens. And even when
we fall into sin, the Lord is pleased when
we boldly declare, “| have been redeemed
by the blood of Jesus.”

“They still bear fruit in old age; they are
ever full of sap and green, to declare that
the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and
there is no unrighteousness in Him” [Psalm
92:14-15] No matter what our current
state may be, God testifies that He has
made us like this.May we receive this truth,
rejoice in it, and live our entire lives in
worship and thanksgiving. And may we
walk in daily surrender, declaring with our
lives,“l die daily.”
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