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Sermon of the Week:
The Reason For Our Confidence in Christ

Passage: Genesis 20:1-7 (ESV)
Date: May 18, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Genesis 20 records the incident where
Abraham once again deceives others by
claiming that his wife Sarah is his sister.
Just as he did earlier in Egypt, Abraham,
fearful for his safety if he was known as
Sarah's husband, told Abimelech in the land
of Gerar that Sarah was his sister. In
response, God appeared to Abimelech in a
dream to prevent him from sinning.

Abraham had left Ur of the Chaldeans
and entered the land of Canaan in
obedience to God's calling. There, he
dwelled near the oaks of Mamre in Hebron
and enjoyed deep fellowship with God
(Genesis 13:18). Canaan was the sacred
place to which God had called him. Yet
Abraham departed once again from that
land and moved his dwelling to the Negev.
This mirrors the experience of today’s
believers who, though saved, may become
spiritually weary when their body and soul
are still in the journey of being saved.As a
result, they begin to long for the desires of
the flesh.

When the spirit is saved, a person
delights in God's Word and joyfully lives in
obedience to it. But when the soul and body
have not yet been transformed, just as the
Israelites longed for the leeks and garlic of
Egypt, one’s attention drifts back to the
pleasures of the flesh. When a believer
departs from the spiritual standing where
God has called them, they lose the sense of
God's presence, spiritual communion is
broken, and testimonies fade away. If we

continue to live our lives guided by the
flesh, the testimony of life, joy, and peace
gradually disappears, and eventually we
become silent about spiritual matters.

Through Abraham, the father of faith,
we see that the flesh can never submit to
the law of God. No matter how much grace
we have received, if we step out from under
the umbrella of grace, we will get wet—
that is, we will be under the influence of
the flesh. The flesh is the embodiment of
Satan’s life and remains forever an enemy
of God. Because it is flesh, it cannot be
forgiven—it must die. This is whyJesus died
on the cross.

What is the spiritual standing that God
has given us? The answer is found on the
cross. Only because of Christ’s death and
resurrection can we commune with God
and experience His presence. Why did God
come as a man, die,and rise again? Because
He became us. Through the death and
resurrection of the cross, | died, and Jesus
Christ became my life and my Lord. |
became one with Christ—dying and rising
with Him. This is the spiritual standing that
God has given to us and we must hold fast
to it, never departing from it.

In this passage, God does not rebuke
Abraham for his wrongdoing. Instead, He
gives a fearful warning to Abimelech, who
had done nothing wrong, and even calls
Abraham a prophet who will pray for the
king. God exalts Abraham. This is the very
spiritual standing we hold today. We have
died and Jesus Christ is our life. To such
people, God declares: “He is a prophet. He
will pray for you.” Even those who have
received grace may fall into sin. Yet
because God has placed His life within us,
He does not condemn us. Rather, He desires
to declare His grace and life through us.

According to God’s word, Abraham

prayed for Abimelech, and God answered
that prayer and resolved the barrenness
of Abimelech’s wife [v. 17]. We may also
find it difficult to pray when our
conscience accuses us. Despite this,
Abraham prayed. He had become a new
man by grace through faith. The reason
we can still pray boldly even when we
feel like failures is because we have
been saved. God no longer sees the
unredeemed Adam in us—He sees us as
fully redeemed in Christ. When the
enemy accuses us of our sins, if we follow
his voice, we return to the old self—
Adam.

We must forget the failures of the
old self and stand firm in the new
creation. If we were perfect and never
sinned, there would be no need for the
Lord to dwell within us as the Holy Spirit.
Since our soul and body are not yet fully
saved—because we are still incomplete—
the Lord has come to dwell within us to
be our Lord. He wants us to surrender
everything to Him. Even if we have
sinned, we must not be discouraged.
Rather, we must boldly declare, “l am a
child of God. The Lord who lives in me
has already dealt with this issue.” This
pleases the Lord. Just as He stood with
Abraham despite his failings, God still
stands with us and prays for us. This is
the privilege of those who live under His
blessing.

As long as my old self is alive, there
will always be anxiety, fear, and worry.
But when | die to myself and am no
longer present, those things cease to be
problems. In Christ, every issue has
already been resolved and all that
remains for us to do is to praise Him. May
we fully receive and enjoy this privilege
given by God and, like Abraham, boldly
pray for others as mature believers.
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