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Sermon of the Week:
Receiving the Life of the Son

Passage: Genesis 21:1-8 (ESV)
Date: May 25, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Today’s passage speaks of the moment
when God fulfilled His promise to Abraham
by giving him a son, Isaac. God had called
Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldeans and
led him to Canaan where He gave him the
promised son. Although Abraham was
declared righteous because he believed
God's promise, it took many years before
Isaac was actually born. This delay was
because Abraham still relied on others in
his heart, such as Lot, Eliezer, and Ishmael.
Therefore God waited until Abraham was
100 years old—when all his own strength
was gone.

The purpose of God’s call on Abraham
was to give him Isaac. And as soon as Isaac
was born, God commanded that he be
circumcised on the eighth day. In Scripture,
the eighth day symbolizes a new
beginning—Llife beyond the seven days of
the old creation, the beginning of the new
creation.Jesus, too, rose from the dead on the
eighth day, the day after the Sabbath.
Therefore, Isaac’s circumcision on the eighth
day signifies the end of the old life and the
start of a new life. This circumcision was
not based on anything about Isaac himself
but was the result of God’s absolute
command. It was God, alone, who granted
Isaac both death and resurrection.

Abraham’s story is our story. Our
salvation was not due to our works but
because Jesus came a man, died, and rose
again to make us children of God. Just as
God gave Isaac to Abraham, He also called

us: not for worldly success, but to give us
Jesus Himself.

It was difficult for Abraham to receive
Isaac because his heart was still filled with
things he trusted and relied upon. Likewise,
within us is the deep-rooted toxin of sin
that entered through the fall, along with a
fundamental desire to be our own master
apart from God. We often live by our own
will, thoughts, worldly knowledge, and
desires, resisting the Word of God.

Yet God called us in order to give us
His eternal Son. Just as many seeds came
from the one grain that died, through the
death and resurrection of His only Son, He
made us into many sons, establishing the
church. As Jesus said, “You will be my
witnesses...to the ends of the earth [Acts
1:8]", the mission of the church is to bear
witness to the life of the Son throughout
the world. Through Jesus’ death and
resurrection, the One who now lives in us
desires to reveal Gods wisdom,
righteousness, holiness, and salvation.

Abraham’s life teaches us this essential
truth: we must leave and abandon our old
foundation. Just as Abraham cast out
Ishmael—his own work of the flesh—and
left his homeland and relatives, we are to
put to death the deeds of the body by the
Spirit. We must drive out and renounce the
old self. Without death, there can be no
resurrection. When Abraham reached 100
years old—when all resistance and protest
toward God had vanished and he had
emptied himself—that's when the son
appeared. In the same way, when we put
our old self to death, the Lord who lives in
us begins to be revealed.

That Sarah gave birth in her old age
[v.7] shows that what was absolutely
impossible became absolutely possible. In
the same way, it is a miracle of absolute

impossibility turned into possibility that
we sinners became children of God by
faith. On the day Isaac was weaned,
Abraham held a great feast [v.8]. The life
of faith involves growing from milk to
solid food. Just as Abraham held a great
feast on the day Isaac was weaned, true
spiritual feasting and joy overflow in us
when there is growth that surrenders the
flesh to the cross.

Finally, when Sarah told Abraham to
cast out Hagar and Ishmael, it became
the moment when Abraham’s hidden
nature was exposed and put to death.
From a human (fleshly) perspective,
Hagar did nothing wrong, but in God's
eyes, it revealed Abraham’s true nature—
trying to fulfill God's will through his
own strength. The Bible says, “That
which is born of the flesh is flesh [John
3:6]", and that the mind of the flesh is
hostile to God. Even what appears good,
if it proceeds from the flesh that ate the
forbidden fruit, is evil. What God desires
is for us to receive Jesus as our life and
live by that life—not by our goodness,
emotions, or feelings.

Where am | standing today? What is
my true identity? We must know this
clearly. If we do not know who we are, we
will try to solve everything on our own
and be dragged around by worry, anxiety,
and fear. But those who are convinced
they are children of God and have the
resurrection life will, in every situation,
acknowledge the Lord as their Master,
believe that He will bring resolution, and
resist the thoughts of the enemy. This is
the battle of the saints. Do not look at
yourself, but believe only in God’s Word,
and return ownership of ourselves to
Christ, our true Master. May this
victorious life be full and overflowing in
each of you.
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