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Sermon of the Week:

Isaac on the Altar: A Foreshadowing of the Cross

Passage: Genesis 22:1-12 (ESV)
Date: June 1, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Today's passage speaks of God
commanding Abraham to offer his beloved
son Isaac as a burnt offering on Mount
Moriah—the mountain that God had
designated. The command to sacrifice the
son whom Abraham had received by God's
grace at the age of 100 was, from a human
perspective, unbearable. Yet Abraham
obeyed without hesitation. He rose early in
the morning and acted in faith.

God did not ask Abraham for anything
that he possessed out of his own strength.
Instead, He asked for Isaac—the very son
given by grace—as a sacrifice. The place
where Abraham offered Isaac would later
become Mount Zion, the site of the temple,
and ultimately the place where Jesus bore
the cross. It was a command impossible to
accept in the flesh. Yet maturing in faith
means to become a burnt offering. It is the
path of dying completely and bearing the
cross of Calvary. Jesus, too, performed many
miracles, but in the end, He became the one
who was forsaken before God on the cross.

In our walk of faith, we often desire to
be great spiritually—to heal the sick, to be
respected, and to be filled with power. But
the true end of our journey is to become like
[saac—a sacrifice laid down in death. Yet
death is not the end. Isaac was offered as a
sacrifice but returned to Abraham as a sign
of resurrection life. This is how God works.
Abraham could offer Isaac because he
believed death was not the end.

We, too, must not simply cling to and

delight in the gifts God has given us. We
must be able to offer them back to Him. This
is a test of death. God’s new creation is not
accomplished through great displays of
power but through death and resurrection.

After Abraham offered Isaac, God gave
him three blessings. First, He promised to
make his offspring as numerous as the stars
in the sky and the sand on the seashore—a
prophecy that life would spring forth from
the Isaac who had figuratively died and risen
again. Second, “Your offspring shall possess
the gate of his enemies,” indicating that
Abraham’s descendants would overcome
their enemies and inherit the land of
Canaan. Third, “In your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed,” which
foretells the coming of the Messiah through
I[saac—a promise of salvation for all
mankind.

Through these blessings that came
after the offering of Isaac, we come to
understand the power of the cross and the
gospel. While the world sees the cross as an
end in death, that very death became the
ultimate victory. At the moment that Jesus
died on the cross, sin, death, the old
creation, the fallen self, the world, and
Satan were all defeated. And in His
resurrection on the third day,a new creation
began and the kingdom of God was
established, where Christ reigns over all.

The world glorifies success and power,
but these will all pass away in the end. The
Christian faith begins where the world
ends—with resurrection after death. Only
through death can we enter eternal life and
become children of God.

Just as Abraham received Isaac as a gift
and then offered him back as a sacrifice, we
too, having received Jesus Christ as a gift,
must now offer Him back to God. This means
offering ourselves with Christ to God.Just as

a grain of wheat falls to the ground and
dies to bear much fruit, when we die, the
life of Jesus is revealed through us.

Jesus did not simply die for us—we
were crucified with Him. Now, it is no
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me. |
have been united with Him in His death
and resurrection. This is the very
foundation of the New Testament. As it is
written in 1 Corinthians 1:30, “Christ Jesus
became to wus wisdom from God,
righteousness and sanctification and
redemption.” This is not something we
strive to become—it is what God has
already accomplished. We simply receive it.
When we become one with Jesus, the
commands of the New Testament are no
longer laws that we must keep, but the
nourishing bread of life that we joyfully
partake in.

Just as Isaac became a burnt offering
to God, so God Himself came in the flesh
and became a sacrifice to atone for sin.
Even if there are parts within us that
resist or disobey, the truth remains
unchanging: through the blood of Jesus,
we have been forgiven and made God’s
children. This is our eternal identity, and
we must boast in that blood.

As long as our old self resists and
tries to live, our minds are filled with
worries and concerns as we try to solve
life’s problems. But once we have died
with Christ, only Jesus remains within
us—and He resolves every problem. At the
cross, where Jesus cried out, “My God, my
God, why have You forsaken Me?” all
matters were brought to an end. Though
many thoughts may still rise in our hearts,
may we deny ourselves, follow the cross,
and believe in the complete forgiveness
of our sins—and live a life of praise.
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