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Sermon of the Week:
A Tent in Life,a Tomb in Hope

Passage: Genesis 23:1-6, 16-20 (ESV)
Date: June 8, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Today’s passage recounts the story of
Abraham purchasing land in a foreign land
to bury his wife Sarah after she passed away.
After parting ways with Lot, sending Ishmael
away, and offering Isaac—his precious son
whom he received at an old age—as a
sacrifice, Abraham now bids farewell to his
beloved wife. Through the life of Abraham,
we come to realize that life is ultimately a
journey about letting go of all things.

Though we tend to accumulate burdens
as we go through life, just as Abraham left
his homeland, his relatives, and his father’s
household, we too must part from the things
of this world. The only thing a person can
truly possess in this world is the life of God—
Jesus Christ. It is for this very purpose that
we were created in God’s image and likeness
and brought into this world: to gain Him.

At first, Abraham tried to bring about the
son God had promised through his own
efforts. But it was only when he was 100
years old—utterly incapable of doing
anything himself—that he received the
promised son. And later, he offered that son
back to God as a sacrifice. Through these
experiences, Abraham came to understand
that “death and resurrection” were God’s
eternal promise concerning him. As it is
written, “By faith he went to live in the land
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in
tents... for he was looking forward to the city
that has foundations, whose designer and
builder is God” [Hebrews 11:9-10]. Abraham

lived in tents, viewing his life on earth as
that of a sojourner, longing for “a better
country” [Hebrews 11:16].

Having given up so much throughout
his life, Abraham mourned and wept when
he finally had to part from his wife in death.
In Genesis 23:3, Abraham rose up from
mourning over his dead wife. He was able to
do this because he believed in the truth of
the resurrection. He was able to rise
because he believed that something better
was ahead—that there was hope.

Next, Abraham approached the Hittites,
calling himself “a sojourner and foreigner”
and asked for a burial site to lay Sarah to
rest. In response, the Hittites said to him,
“You are a prince of God among us.” This
reveals the special status of believers.
Though they may seem like mere wanderers
by the world’s standards and may appear
unimpressive outwardly, those who daily die
to themselves in faith and manifest the
character of Christ are seen by the world as
God’s people—"a prince of God".

The Hittites did not place much value
on graves, but Abraham held burial sites in
the highest regard. He paid a great price—
400 shekels of silver—for the best tomb in
order to bury Sarah. Though Sarah had
lived her entire life in tents, after death she
was buried in the most expensive tomb.
This mirrors the life of Jesus. Born in a
manager, living a life with nowhere to lay
His head, He too was buried in a rich and
beautiful tomb carved out of stone after
dying on the cross. In a world where the
devil reigns, the tomb becomes both the
end of the old creation and the gateway
out of a world tainted by sin. Abraham, with
eyes fixed on the future, prepared a good
tomb. Likewise, we must not seek luxurious
homes and comfort in this world, but

prepare for the exit that we will one day
face.

Death is the only path to resurrection.
Without death, there can be no
resurrection. Through His death and
resurrection, Jesus made us into a new
creation. In time, not only Abraham, but
Jacob and Joseph too would be buried in
the very tomb where Sarah was laid. This
shows how much they valued the grave.
We, too, must hold death in high regard.
For the unbeliever, death means
destruction. But for those who believe in
Jesus and have received life, death
becomes the doorway to eternal heaven.

Even now, in our daily lives, when we
crucify the flesh, peace comes. When faced
with difficulties, we often become anxious
and try to solve problems ourselves. This
happens because the self—corrupted by
the fruit of the knowledge of good and
evil—is still alive. But when we crucify
that self on the cross, those problems no
longer have dominion over us.

Just as Abraham invested 400 shekels
of silver into a tomb, we must also “invest
in the tomb” by daily surrendering our old
self to death. As the apostle Paul
confessed,“l die daily.” In the same way, as
we die to the old self each day, we
experience resurrection and taste true
freedom. When we believe, proclaim, and
give thanks for the death Jesus died on
our behalf, the power of the risen Lord
begins to flow into our homes and those
around us.

When | die to myself and surrender,
the Holy Spirit begins to work. “For we
who live are always being given over to
death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus may also be manifested in our
mortal flesh” [2 Corinthians 4:11]. May
this word be fully realized in our lives.
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