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Sermon of the Week:
Jacob’s Birthright and God’s Refining Hand

Passage: Genesis 25:1-6,21-26, 29-34
Date: June 22,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Genesis 25 illustrates the life-giving
and creative power of God’s Word through
Abraham’s life and reveals the spiritual
value of the birthright through Esau and
Jacob. Abraham, who at 100 years old
thought his body was as good as dead,
received Isaac and, through the experience
of offering him as a sacrifice to God,
encountered the grace of God’s life-giving
Word becoming a reality within him. Not
only did he undergo a profound spiritual
transformation, but he even had a renewal
and restoration of his physical strength.
After Sarah’s death, Abraham had six more
sons through Keturah. While this seems
impossible from the human perspective, it
became possible through faith in the Word
of God. The Word of God is not merely a
concept or doctrine, but a living reality with
the power to create and give life. When this
Word is believed and received, it produces a
power that transcends human weakness and
limitations.

As it is written, ‘And because of him you
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us
wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification ~ and  redemption”  [1
Corinthians  1:30], so Jesus’ wisdom,
righteousness, holiness, and redemption
have also become ours. When this truth
enters our hearts and becomes life within
us, the Word begins to work through us. This
is the very purpose and reason that we were
created in the image and likeness of God.
When the Word sets us free and we are
liberated, our former understanding—

shaped by the flesh, age, and experience—is
denied and the living Word of God takes
effect within us. In this light, Abraham’s act
of offering Isaac was a spiritual turning
point, one that brought him to a deeper
reverence for God and led him into greater
restoration and blessing than before.
Abraham’s life displays how the Word tears
down human thinking and reveals the
reality of God’s power.

The Bible is a book that testifies about
Jesus. But the more we analyze it with
corrupted human reasoning, the more we
become divided and overly religious—never
truly spiritually alive. That is why the Word
Himself, the Lord, must enter into us. When
Christ enters our hearts, all of Scripture
becomes believable and real within us.
Thoughts, feelings, and ideologies that arise
from the flesh are recognized as originating
from Satan and must be rejected. Our true
identity is found in who we are in Christ—we
are made complete in Him. For the born-
again believer, the Lord, not the old self, is
the Master. When trials or afflictions come to
arise, it is the Lord—the Master—who will
bear them. This kind of faith is what it
means to die to self. Then, Christ the living
word who now lives in us will be revealed
through us to all the nations.

In the latter half of today’s passage, we
are shown the importance of the birthright
through the story of Isaac’s sons, Esau and
Jacob.Even in the womb, the twins struggled
because of the birthright. Esau, a man of the
flesh, exchanged his birthright for a bowl of
stew to satisfy his immediate hunger. In
contrast, Jacob, a man of the spirit, longed
for the birthright. He remained at home,
communing with his mother—symbolic of
the Holy Spirit—waiting patiently for an
opportunity. Though Jacob may appear as a
deceiver, God valued his heart that yearned

for the birthright and
transformed him into Israel.

God commanded Moses to tell Pharaoh,
"Thus says the Lord, Israel is my firstborn
son,and | say to you, “Let my son go that he
may serve me.” If you refuse to let him go,
behold, | will kill your firstborn son™ [Exodus
4:22-23]. At the first Passover, the Israelites
were commanded to apply the blood of the
lamb to their doorposts. The firstborn sons
of Egypt, whose homes did not have this
blood, all perished, while the firstborn sons
of Israel were saved by it. These firstborn
sons, saved by the blood, belonged to the
Lord and symbolized the salvation
accomplished through the cross.

The moment we believe in the cross, the
old self that lives for the world dies, and the
firstborn—those who will inherit God’s
kingdom—are raised to life. Those redeemed
by the blood of Christ are God’s firstborn.
And after making us His firstborn, God
disciplines us so we may fully receive the
inheritance.

Although the Lord has come into us to
become our salvation, life, and master, He
sometimes allows trials, sickness, and
difficult circumstances to discipline us—not
to destroy us—but to lead us into holiness.
This is why Hebrews 12 teaches that
without discipline, we are not sons of God.
God's Word is eternal life and to impart that
life to us, He may allow hardship.

Though the world saw Jacob—who
deceived both his father and brother—as a
swindler, God saw his longing for the
birthright and transformed him into Israel,
His son. This is God’s purpose for placing us
in the world. May this Word of life become
the goal of our lives. May the remainder of
our days be spent expressing Christ and
revealing His Word through our lives.
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