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Sermon of the Week:
The Faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

Passage: Genesis 26:1-7,12-18 (ESV)
Date: July 6,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Israel is a nation established through
the covenant that was given to the three
patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Through these three forefathers, God reveals
who He is. As it says in Matthew 22:31,“Have
you not read what was said to you by God: ‘|
am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob?” Through Abraham, we
come to know God the Father; through Isaac,
God the Son; and through Jacob, God the Holy
Spirit—the Triune God Himself. Furthermore,
through the nation of Israel, God teaches us
that we must have the faith of these three
patriarchs.

First, the God of Abraham is revealed as
the God who initiates, the God who is the
Head—the Father. Abraham’s journey began
when God called him. In Genesis 12, God
told Abraham to leave his country, his
relatives, and his father's house. He
promised to make Abraham into a great
nation, to bless him, and to make his name
great. God called Abraham by grace—not to
give him things of this world, but to grant
him blessings belonging to the eternal
world, the blessings of heaven. And to
Abraham, God gave Isaac. Likewise, God has
called us to give us His Son, Jesus Christ.

The second purpose of God’s call to
Abraham was to give him the land of
Canaan as an inheritance. As Ephesians
1:18-19 teaches, God calls us so that we
might know the hope of His calling, the
riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and the immeasurable greatness of
His power toward us. In addition to the

preciousness of this calling, God reveals
through Abraham a life of faith that
receives all the spiritual treasures of the
kingdom of God and enters into spiritual
communion with Him.

Abraham, who reveals God the Father,
lived a life of faith that let go of the old; this
is the life of the cross. It is just as the
apostle Paul confessed, “l count everything
as loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake |
have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish, in order that | may
gain Christ” [Philippians 3:8], Abraham
shows us the life of faith that casts off the
things of the world.

Through Abraham’s son lIsaac, we
discover Jesus Christ, the Son of God. When
Isaac became the sacrificial offering on
Mount Moriah, the lamb that took his place
prefigured the death of Jesus Christ. Isaac
lived his life in obedience, gentleness, and
humility. Just as Matthew 5:5 says, “Blessed
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”,
Isaac continuously inherited land and
enjoyed the blessings passed down from his
parents without striving for them. To live this
life of inheritance and enjoyment like Isaac,
we must first embrace a faith like Abraham’s
that lets go of the world. When | die with
Christ on the cross, the resurrection life of
Jesus overflows within me.

Finally, Jacob represents the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit teaches the created world and
humanity what Jesus Christ has accomplished.
He reveals to us that the death and
resurrection of Christ have become our all.

Through Jacob’s life of faith, we first
discover the truth of God’s sovereign choice.
Before Jacob and Esau were even born, God
said, “The older will serve the younger”
[Romans 9:11-12], showing us that His
calling is not based on human works but on

His will. As described in Ephesians 1:4, He
chose us in Christ before the foundation
of the world according to His good
pleasure and will.

The second truth we discover
through Jacob's faith is thorough
refinement. The Holy Spirit shapes and
disciplines us so that we may become like
God. Jacob deceived his father and
brother to steal the blessing and fled into
the wilderness. There, through a dream of
a ladder reaching to heaven, he came to
know the truth that the Son of God would
come into the world. Later, at the Jabbok
River, when he wrestled with God, he
received the name Israel—"prince of God.”
This is the life of Jacob: chosen by God,
refined by God, and ultimately becoming
a prince of God.

In the same way, in our journey of
faith today, we need the faith of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. We, too, have been
chosen before the foundation of the
world and called by God. We forsake all
worldly things, live by grace, and in the
end become Israel: God’s prince. It is not
about asking, “How can | have the faith of
Abraham?” It is about accepting the
reality that God has already made it so
through the cross.

It is the inheritance of those who
believe in Jesus to enjoy what's already
been accomplished on the cross. Even
when hardships come, as we entrust
everything to the truth that Jesus already
resolved all things through His death and
resurrection 2,000 years ago, we will
gradually come to experience and enjoy
this reality. This is not a doctrine but a
living word of life. May this faith—the
faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—
overflow in all of us.
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