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Sermon of the Week:
The Gospel in Joseph: From Prisoner to Ruler

Passage: Genesis 37:5-11 (ESV)
Date: July 13,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

Dreams are the driving force of our lives
and become the precious value of our
existence. A person with a clear dream lives
with inner strength and can endure hardships.
On the other hand, someone without a dream
ends up drifting through life, like a leaf swept
away by the current. A dream can become the
goal that gives us perseverance when we face
suffering.

Today’s passage records the dream God
gave to Joseph. In the dream, Joseph’s sheaf
rises and his brothers’ sheaves bow down to it:
a prophetic picture of Joseph becoming a ruler,
ultimately pointing to his future role as
governor of Egypt.

Joseph’s life is a foreshadowing of Jesus
Christ. The relationship between Joseph and
his brothers parallels the relationship
between Jesus and the people of Israel.Joseph
was hated by his brothers, sold for 20 pieces of
silver, and thrown into prison; and yet later he
was exalted as ruler over Egypt. Likewise,
Jesus was despised by His Jewish brothers,
sold for 30 pieces of silver, crucified, and
buried. But He rose from the dead, ascended
into heaven, and now reigns as the King of
kings and Lord of all.

Jesus Christ became incarnate, was sold
for 30 pieces of silver, died, resurrected, and
ascended for our sake. Though He had no
reason to die, He became man and died with
us and for us. Christianity is, at its core, the
belief that God became man, died, and
resurrected with all creation. Joseph’s life was
given in advance to reveal this truth as a

foreshadowing.

Joseph’s dream symbolizes Jesus’ death,
resurrection, and ascension to sit at the right
hand of God. And we, too, are seated with Him.
Joseph’s dream of becoming ruler is not only
his dream—it is ours. Just as Joseph held true
authority over the land even though Pharaoh
was the king of Egypt, the ones who truly
govern is the church, the body of Christ,
although Satan may be called the ruler of this
world.

Anyone who possesses the life of God is
a governor and ruler. When we receive this
position by faith, we gradually learn to reign
over our old habits, desires, and flesh. As we
submit to the Holy Spirit who dwells within
us, He expands His reign within us and brings
freedom, peace, joy, and hope. Therefore,
Joseph’s dream is our dream. We must firmly
hold onto our position as those seated at the
right hand of the throne of God.

After receiving his God-given dream,
Joseph was filled with joy and couldn’t help
but share it with his brothers. In the same way,
when we are born again by the life of Jesus,
we are filled with a joy and peace that the
world cannot give and this naturally leads us
to boast in the Lord. Yet, after such boasting,
just as Joseph was sold by his brothers,
enemies arise in our own lives.

Before we are born again, we idolize
ourselves and live for our own desires. But
after being born again, our greatest enemy
becomes our own self. This is why the life of
putting to death the deeds of the body by the
Spirit must begin.

Joseph was sold to Egypt and unjustly
imprisoned after sharing his dream. Likewise,
before God’s Word comes to us, we live
unaware of our sin. But once the
commandment comes—Llike Paul confesses in
Romans 7—sin springs to life and we come to
realize that we are spiritually dead. Since the

world and the flesh are against God, we
must experience death in order to be led to
a place where grace can abound.

Just as Scripture says that those
without discipline are illegitimate children,
we, who have eaten the fruit of the
knowledge of good and evil, carry Satan’s
nature within us and so we need to
experience suffering through a “prison life”
that breaks us. Our relationships—between
husband and wife, parents and children,
and in various life circumstances—press in
on us. But for those who believe, even these
are occasions to give thanks.

In prison, Joseph interprets the dreams
of Pharaoh’s officials; after three days, the
cupbearer is restored and the baker is
executed just as Joseph said. This points to
the precious grace of Jesus’ death and
resurrection after three days. If Joseph had
not experienced prison, he would not have
been able to understand this deep truth of
the cross and resurrection. Though he likely
longed to leave prison, God kept him there
until Pharaoh had a dream. And then, at the
appointed time, God brought Joseph out to
interpret the dream and raised him up as
governor of Egypt.

We, too, are led through suffering—the
“prison life™—into the depths of the cross
and resurrection. Through this, we gain true
freedom. And gradually, we become those
who rule over our flesh, our households,
and our circumstances. Therefore, whatever
suffering, illness, or hardship may come, we
must not be discouraged or afraid. Within it,
God’s hand is surely at work and there will
be a blessed time when the Lord completes
His purpose.

We are people who carry Joseph’s
dream. May we put the flesh to death and,
in the ever-expanding grace of God, become
those who truly reign.
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