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Sermon of the Week:
The Image of God: Our True Identity in Christ

Passage: Genesis 1:26-28 (ESV)
Date: July 20,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

After creating the universe, God
created mankind as the central figure of all
creation. Today’s passage declares that God
created man “in His own image, in the
image of God.” This verse reveals the very
purpose of our creation.

To be made in the “image of God”
means that the purpose of human
existence can only be found in God. Genesis
5 further explains this by describing Adam’s
son as being born “in his own likeness, after
his image”, showing that God created us in
His own image to make us His sons. We
were created as noble beings who are
reflections of Jesus Christ and companions
to God.

The image and likeness of God point
to the position and character of man. This
kind of dignity cannot be manufactured by
the world; it can only be created by God.
Within this divine image and likeness, only
the true God was meant to dwell and be
expressed. However, when man was
deceived by Satan, he became Satan’s tool
by trying to create his own dignity and
identity. Yet, because man was created in
God's image and likeness, nothing of this
world can ever truly satisfy him.

As it is written, “The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us... full of grace
and truth” [John 1:14], only Jesus Christ is
the true grace and truth. The idea that
happiness can be found in the things of
this fallen world is a lie. We can avoid
being deceived by such falsehood only

when we come to know who we truly are
through Scripture.

God became a man and died on the
cross to save fallen creatures from the
curse and He rose again. In that moment,
we became new creations in Christ. When
Jesus Christ—God who came as man-—
enters into us, our true identity is made
clear: “l am a child of God.” Jesus is our all
in all. He becomes our way, our truth, and
our life: the answer to every problem we
face.

To mourn or be discouraged because
we lack things like status, wealth, or
human recognition is an expression of
unbelief. God does not look at outward
appearance. Rather, He has chosen the
foolish and weak things of the world, so
that we may enjoy wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption in Christ [1
Corinthians  1:26-30]. This is not
something we achieve by our own efforts,
but something we believe because Christ
has already accomplished it. Instead of
lamenting our condition, we must fix our
eyes on Jesus Christ, who came to solve all
our problems and make us new creations in
Him. When we look at ourselves, we find
only grief and complaints, but when we
discover our true nature through Scripture
and realize that we are new creations in
Christ, then we respond with thanksgiving
to the Lord.

Whatever difficult situation we face, it
belongs to the Lord who dwells within us.
When Jesus comes into us, we have already
died and are no longer our own. Christ now
lives in us and He will deal with every
situation, including illnesses. When we set
aside fleshly thoughts and rely on the Word
that God has fulfilled, then peace and
freedom begin to flow within us. As we lay
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down our fleshly thoughts and judgments
and trust in the Word, peace and freedom
begin to flow within us. To live by faith
means to rely on the One who has already
done everything in our place. The life of a
saint is one that reveals the true nature of
the Lord who dwells within the believer.

This age of grace is about Jesus
Himself entering the humans made in
God’s image and likeness, not about filling
them up with theology or knowledge.
When His Spirit enters us, we begin to live
for Him and testify about Him. When the
gospel becomes personified within us, it
flows out naturally. As our old self dies and
Christ works through us, others are
touched, moved, and drawn back to God.

Worship in the New Testament age is a
life led by the Holy Spirit who dwells
within us as we become the temple of God
and live according to the Spirit’s will. Even
the simplest words spoken in step with the
Spirit become sermons, a single testimony
becomes evangelism, and fellowship
becomes the building up of the body of
Christ. We must not fix our eyes on our own
lack of wisdom, but on what the Lord has
already accomplished. As we move forward
in faith, the Holy Spirit will work more and
more powerfully.

“Lord, who made me in Your image and
likeness, come dwell within me and be
glorified through my life.” This is the kind
of prayer the Lord delights to answer.
Instead of being seized by anxiety and
worry as we look within, we must look to
the Lord and take steps of active faith,
declaring,“It is resolved. | can do all things
in Christ.” As we walk boldly, praising the
victory already won in Christ, His
promise—°“let it be done to you according
to your faith"™—will be fulfilled within us.
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