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Sermon of the Week:

The Inheritance of Life

Passage: 2 Peter 1:1-11 (ESV)
Date: July 27,2025

Pastor: Youngmin Suh

God’s purpose in calling and saving us is
to give us an eternal inheritance. The Old
Testament provides a symbolic illustration
of how God calls us to give His inheritance
through the journey of the Israelites, who
were saved through Moses, passing through
the wilderness and finally entering the land
of Canaan. Just as God gave the land of
Canaan as an inheritance to Israel, He has
now given us the gift of Jesus Christ, who is
the eternal inheritance of life. Through
today’s passage, the apostle Peter teaches us
how to enjoy Christ—not only in our spirits
but also in our souls and our entire lives—as
our rich inheritance of life in Christ.

In verse 1, Peter introduces himself as
“Simon Peter”. “Simon” was his name before
meeting Jesus and means “a wavering reed’,
while “Peter”, the name given by Jesus,
means “a solid rock” Although Peter
experienced many miracles, spiritual
authority, and proclaimed the gospel while
following Jesus, his inner being remained
unchanged. It was only after he denied Jesus
three times that he finally saw the truth of
his nature in the light of the Word. He came
to fully realize that he was a corrupt man
who needed to be crucified. That is why he
introduces himself as “Simon Peter”.

He continues, saying, “To those who
have obtained a faith of equal standing with
ours by the righteousness of our God and
Savior Jesus Christ” This describes the
astounding grace of Christ, who shed His
blood on the cross to cleanse all our sins,
caused us to be born again into new life,and

in Christ

made us children of God. This faith is not the
result of our works, but entirely a gift given
through Christ’s death and resurrection.
Through this, we have been clothed with the
righteousness, life, and divine nature of God;
and this is our new identity.

God not only gave us life as a gift but
also bestowed upon us the gift of a godly
life: to live in Christ and enjoy Him. As it says
in verse 3,“His divine power has granted to us
all things that pertain to life and godliness,’
the Lord who saved us comes to dwell within
us by the Holy Spirit. He leads and fulfills
everything in our lives: our daily living,
children, families, health, and all our concerns.

God buried our sins, death, and old
selves in the Red Sea and the Jordan River,
and raised us anew in the resurrection life of
Jesus. Verse 4 speaks of us becoming
“partakers of the divine nature”™-this means
enjoying and living in what Christ has
already accomplished. Participating in this
nature happens purely by God’s grace, just as
Jesus said,“Flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven
[Matt 16:17]" God is the eternal Giver and
we are His bride who eternally receives the
love of her Husband.

Peter goes on from verse 5 to describe
the contents of this inheritance of life, which
we receive and enjoy by grace—namely, the
eight aspects of the divine nature.

The first is faith, which refers to Christ
Himself. As mentioned in Hebrews 12, let us
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith; thus He is both the
beginning and the end of our faith. Faith
acts like a pipeline: it delivers the life, grace,
and victory that Christ accomplished on the
cross into our lives.

Virtue means being clothed with the new
self born from the life of Jesus, and it refers to
His character being revealed in our lives.

Knowledge refers to the

experiential
relationship built by walking with Jesus and

enjoying Him. It is not theoretical
knowledge, but one experienced as we go
through hardships, realize our weakness,
and experience Christ as our true life and
JOy.

As we grow in this experience, self-
control follows. Our sinful habits and
temperaments cannot be changed by
mere determination, but through the
resurrection life that transforms us. When
Jesus reigns within us as life and Lord,
that is self-control.

Steadfastness is produced through the
training of the Holy Spirit. As it says,
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you
meet trials of various kinds” [James 1:2].
The character of Christ is formed within
us through the wilderness trials—this is
perseverance. Just as David’s heart was
transformed into one that loved the Lord
while being pursued by Saul, so also in
our own sufferings and trials, when we
praise the Lord, godliness is formed.

Brotherly affection is a miraculous
work where the other person comes to life
when | die to myself in the midst of
relational conflict; it is where | come to
see my brother through the eyes of Jesus.

Finally, love refers to God Himself.
Through Christ’s death and resurrection,
we now live a life where we can freely eat
and drink of His abundant grace.

The One who came as life within us
through His death and resurrection is the
One who becomes our all: faith, virtue,
knowledge, self-control, perseverance,
godliness, brotherly affection, and love.
May we be a people who daily give thanks
and praise as we enjoy Christ who is
everything, and experience the kingdom
of God in our daily lives.
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