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Sermon of the Week:
Remaining in the Place God Has Called Us

Passage: Genesis 20:1-7 (ESV)
Date: August 3, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

In Genesis 12:1-8, when Abraham obeyed
God’s call and left Ur of the Chaldeans to
enter the land of Canaan, God appeared to
him and promised, “To your offspring | will
give this land” In that place where he
received the promise, Abraham built an altar
and called on the name of the Lord. God’s
calling of Abraham is a foreshadowing of His
calling of us. From this account, we learn an
important truth: God has called us and we
must not depart from the place where He
called us.

However, Abraham moved his dwelling
southward, away from the place from which
God had called him. This reveals that the
flesh seeks what is comfortable—like the
warmer south—and makes judgments
driven by human thoughts, which are
influenced by the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, rather than by
God’s judgment. In the same way, even after
our spirit is saved, before our soul and body
are fully redeemed, there can be times
when we grow weary of spiritual life. If we
do not grasp the preciousness of the
manna, we may feel a sense of frustration or
monotony toward the daily bread from
heaven. But we must clearly understand
this: the ruler of the world that we live in is
Satan. No matter how many good things are
said or accomplished in the world, the end
is death. The world is a place which we
must leave behind; we must all be freed
from the flesh and enter into the spirit.

When believers spiritually depart from
the place to which God has called them,
they lose God’s presence and fellowship.
Then, testimony falls silent. And when
testimony is gone, only lies remain—as it

happened when Abraham said his wife was
his sister. Though initially filled with joy
from receiving life, descending into the
flesh leads to depression, silence, and loss
of testimony.

God called us for the same reason He
promised Abraham the land of Canaan as
his inheritance: to give us His Son, the
eternal inheritance of heaven. Mankind,
deceived by Satan, ate from the tree of
knowledge and came under the curse of sin
and death. Therefore, God Himself took on
flesh and came into this world to remove
every curse and caused us to be born again
as heavenly people. Those who believe in
Jesus are born not of blood nor of the will
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God [John 1:12-13]. This precious reality
becomes ours through faith. Faith comes by
hearing the Word and when we believe in
our hearts, then we are justified; when we
confess with our mouth, we are saved
[Romans 10:17, 10:10]. We must not leave
this position of being justified through
Jesus’ death and resurrection, received
without effort of our own.

Abraham was a man of faith: God
changed his name, he received circumcision,
had deep fellowship with God, was told of
Sodom’s destruction, and interceded in
prayer.Yet, in our passage, we find him once
again deceiving others by calling his wife
his sister,as if reverting to an old habit. This
shows that the flesh cannot submit to God’s
law and is, in fact, hostile toward Him. This
is what happens when a believer leaves the
place that God has appointed and loses His
presence and communion.

Where, then, is the place that God has
appointed for us? It is the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The death and
resurrection of the cross is where | become
one with Christ; where | die and Christ
becomes my life and Lord. This is the place
to which God has called us. Jesus has
become our all: our righteousness,
redemption, wisdom, and power. When we

know this truth and put our old self to
death at the cross, His righteousness and
redemption are revealed through us. But
if we do not believe this and cling to our
flesh, trying to work in our own strength,
the Lord does not work. Even those who
are saved can fall into such snares if, like
Abraham, they depart from the place to
which the Lord has called them. We must
remain firmly in the position God has
given and never leave it.

Even though Abraham made such a
mistake, God defended him, saying to
Abimelech, “He is a prophet, so that he
will pray for you” [Genesis 20:7]. Through
this, God teaches us an important truth:
even when we fail, we must not look back
to the old self in Adam but remain in
Christ Jesus. All who are born again have
left Adam and are now in Christ. The man
of Adam has already died and in Christ,
we have already become a new creation.
The Lord tells us to stay in this position
and never return to the old Adam.

As it is written, “He has not beheld
misfortune in Jacob, nor has he seen
trouble in Israel” [Numbers 23:21], God
does not look upon our iniquities. He has
already made us new creations and we
are His people. Therefore, we must
believe in the position that the Lord has
already accomplished for us, boldly resist
the devil, and manifest the victory that
Christ has already won. As the Lord said,
“According to your faith let it be done to
you” [Matthew 9:29]. Our life is not about
striving not to sin, but about entrusting
everything to the Lord, saying, “Thank
You, Lord Jesus, for saving me through
Your blood. Even when difficulties come,
every problem belongs to You.” When we
do this, the Lord will work on our behalf.
That is why, whenever trials or troubles
arise, we must praise the Lord and
declare, “I am victorious in Christ!” May
this faith fill our hearts today.
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