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Sermon of the Week:
Seeing Christ, Dying to Self, Living for Him

Passage: Isaiah 6:1-8 (ESV)
Date: August 17,2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

While it's important for people to see with
their physical eyes, it is even more precious to
see with the eyes of the soul and perceive the
inheritance that God has given us. In the
parable of the prodigal son, the servant and
the older brother saw the prodigal son only
with physical eyes, but the father saw the soul
of his son who was lost and found, thus he
rejoiced and held a feast. In the same way,
Christianity is the opening of the spiritual eyes
in order to perceive the eternal world of truth
that cannot be seen by the flesh. True blessing
is not about pursuing happiness in this world,
but having our spiritual eyes opened to know
the true kingdom, our true home, and the
power given by the Lord.

What then should we see with spiritual
eyes? In today’s passage, Isaiah points to four
things. First, we must see the Lord seated on
His throne. Second, we must see who we truly
are - as a sinner. Third, we must see that such
a sinner has been forgiven by God. Finally, we
must know what to do in the world as a
forgiven person and to have the faith to
respond, “Here am |, send me.”

The first thing Isaiah saw with the eyes of
his spirit was the Lord seated on His throne:
“In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up”
[Isaiah 6:1]. Jesus came as man, became one
of us, died, and on the third day was
resurrected. He ascended and is now seated at
the right hand of the throne of God. We
ourselves could never ascend to that throne,
but because of His death and resurrection, we

now sit with Him in glory. Isaiah saw himself
in the Lord, seated with Him. In the same way,
we also must see and believe in this Lord
seated on the throne—our true King—who
lives within us. He is our life, our guide for all
our days, and our healer.

After seeing the Lord on His throne, Isaiah
saw himself: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for |
am a man of unclean lips” [Isaiah 6:5]. He
recognized the essence of his sin—his utter
unworthiness to stand before God. Likewise,
Peter,when he obeyed Jesus’word and cast his
net, catching so many fish that it began to
break, fell at the Lord’s knees and confessed
that he was a sinner [Luke 5:8]. This is the
deep recognition of our sinful nature, born
into sin and death. Without this awareness, we
live deceived, thinking that fulfillment comes
by effort and happiness, by meeting the right
people. But this is nothing more than putting
makeup on a corpse—a futile endeavor.

Like Isaiah, when we come to know
ourselves as sinners, we also come to
experience atonement: “Behold, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away,
and your sin atoned for” [lsaiah 6:7]. This
points to being born again of water and the
Spirit. Even if we do not feel anything
extraordinary in our bodies, Scripture clearly
declares that we died with Christ on the cross
and were resurrected with Him. Christ has
become for us wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption. We must
receive this truth with our “Amen.” Even if we
sin or stumble, that is merely the work of the
old self. The work of Christ has already
purified, resolved, and forgiven everything
through His death and He now dwells in us.
Therefore, in every circumstance, we must not
cling to our feelings, thoughts, or emotions,
but trust in the Word of God alone to the end.

When we fix our eyes only on the Lord, we
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come to the final confession of verse 8:
“Here am I! Send me.” Who are we living for
today? As beings created in God’s image,
when we are united with Him, only the
resurrected life of Christ dwells within us.
The “I" dies,and the life that now lives in me
is Christ alone. This is a life lived for the
Lord.When we live solely for Him, according
to God’s original purpose in creating us,
then the fruit of selfless living for family,
nation, and neighbor naturally follows.
When | die daily and Christ alone receives
glory, then our homes and workplaces
become the church, and the church
becomes heaven. God does not look at
outward appearance, religion, or education:
He looks only for Jesus within. The Lord
looks to see if Christ is growing in a
person’s life, and at the harvest, He will
gather His own.

Romans 6:4 tells us that we are raised
“in order that..we too might walk in
newness of life” This life is not human life
but the life of Christ. We must live by this
divine life. Thoughts of the flesh, criticism,
and words that divide within the church or
the home are all the works of Satan. We
must not be deceived but put the old self to
death and remain in fellowship through the
life the Lord has given us. In the last days
soon to come, the true church—the body of
Christ crucified as one, even if composed of
many—will be the only refuge.

Therefore, if there is any conflict or
misunderstanding between brothers and
sisters, let us repent, and, like Isaiah, hold
fast to these four realities: the Lord seated
on His throne, the true nature of my sin, my
salvation in Christ, and a life wholly offered
to God. May we be a people who live with
the desire to exist for Him alone.
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