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Sermon of the Week:

Becoming God’s Glove

Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 (ESV)
Date: August 31, 2025
Pastor: Dongsuk Chung

The reason that God created man in
His image and likeness was so that the
God who is Spirit could dwell within man
and accomplish His will. Yet, when man
was deceived by Satan’s words—"you will
become like God™—and ate from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, the “I”
was formed in which Satan was
embodied. God alone is man’s rightful
Lord, but man made himself lord, exalting
his own thoughts and judgments above
all else. This is original sin.

Jesus said, “You are of your father the
devil” [John 8:44], declaring that those
who ate of the tree and departed from
God are of the devil. The descendants of
Adam, who ate the forbidden fruit, easily
believe the lies of the world, but refuse
to believe the Word of God. Instead of
receiving the Word as it is, they try to
analyze it with their sinful mind. Believing
that the solution to every problem lies
within themselves, they tirelessly strive
to fill the emptiness and attempt to
become holy through their own efforts.
As a result, they fail to enjoy the kingdom
of heaven in the present and live with
postponed hopes of a better future,
always thinking "tomorrow might be
better." This all stems from the "I" that
was derived from Satan.

But for these people who trusted
themselves instead of God and were
destined for eternal destruction, God sent
His Son as the new forefather in place of

Adam. For whom did God send Christ? He
sent Jesus for Himself, for God had a
purpose that He desired to accomplish
within man. He sent His Son to die on the
cross and resurrect in order to destroy
Satan and sin. Then He comes into us to
fulfill His original purpose of creation.
When Israel was delivered from Egypt, the
blood of the lamb was painted on the
doorposts for God to see, not for the
people inside the homes.

The faith of those who ate of the
tree of knowledge is shallow and self-
centered. They seek peace only from this
world, strive not to sin, and eventual
entry into heaven. But God’s purpose in
creating man was cosmic. He created
man in His image and likeness so that
He might enter into man, reign over the
universe, and reveal His glory.

Thus, we must become God's gloves
and not try to become the hand. Just as
a glove has no power to move without
the hand, the hand must go inside the
glove for it to be useful according to its
purpose. If the self that insists on being
lord dies, God’s wisdom and power—
things we do not possess—will be
manifested. Whether young or old, man
or woman, when we become His gloves,
God’s work will be revealed in our
homes and workplaces.

As it is written, “the creation itself
will be set free from its bondage to
corruption and obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God” [Romans
8:21]. Creation itself waits for the rede-
mption of our bodies. Without us, there is
no one to govern the universe or to reveal
God’s glory. If we have the Lord within and
put our old selves to death, then
everywhere we go, God is revealed and
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the whole creation receives God's

glory.

When God fulfills His will, He does
not look at the outward appearance. He
looks for the one created in His image
and likeness. When Christ comes within
us and testifies of Himself through us,
that is the true missionary work. And
when such testimonies flow abundantly,
the church becomes established. God
desires that His life would flow through
us everywhere, for all the days of our
lives. We must not let Satan’s lie—“you
will never be able to..."—limit the work
of God. We were created to participate
in fulfilling God's will; this is our true
role and purpose.

Problems arise when the glove
tries to be its own hand before God
enters. We demand that God conform
to our thoughts and desires. We must
repent of trusting in our own emotions,
zeal, and efforts. True repentance is not
merely weeping over sins committed,
but accepting that the old self who
believed Satan’s lie and departed from
God has already been crucified with
Christ. God does not come into us to
work with what we have and who we
are. He comes to be our all-in-all, and
ultimately, to reveal Himself through
us.

Therefore, our faith must never
begin with “I,” but with Jesus Christ. We
must not look at ourselves, but enter
into the Word that God has already
fulfilled and hold fast to it. Then the
Holy Spirit will work. Only when the
old self dies, will the Lord be revealed
wherever we go. May every believer
become God’s glove into which His
hand enters, and partake in the
glorious work of His eternal purpose.
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